
 
 

 
 

The Gospel of Mark  
Sermon Series 
 
Beginning January 5, 2014, we will begin a 16 week journey 
through the Gospel of Mark. We will end the journey by look-
ing at the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday! 
 
The Gospel of Mark was written to answer a basic question, 
“Who is Jesus?” That then begs another question for us, “How 
will I respond to him?” 
 
As we begin a new year, why not join us by reading through 
this important book. Read one chapter a week and then we will 
consider some part of that chapter during our Sunday morning 
worship. For January 5, you should have already read chapter 
one. 
 
What is so special about Jesus? Consider this quote from au-
thor Philip Yancey. 
 

Because of Jesus we need never question God’s desire for 
intimacy. Does God really want close contact with us? Je-
sus gave up heaven for it. In person he re-established the 
original link between God and human beings, between 
seen and unseen worlds. 

from Reaching for the Invisible God 
 
We really need to get to know the One who gave up so much 
for us.  So grab your bible, invite a friend, and join us on this 
journey.  Let’s get to know Jesus! 
 

A Marriage Resolution Revolution 

Adapted from www.marriagetoday.com 
 
The end of a year is an ideal time to reflect on the past… and a 
great time to look forward.  That’s why we traditionally make 
New Year’s resolutions! 
 
 I want to lose weight, 
 I want to exercise more. 
 I want to save more money or pay down debt. 
 I want to learn a new hobby. 
 I want to spend more time with my family. 
 
All of these are great goals set with good intentions.  However, 
the truth is that most resolutions are broken within a few 
weeks.  The statistics don’t lie; on our own, we aren’t good at 
meeting goals.  But, don’t let statistics stop you!  Go ahead and 
set bold resolutions for 2014!  Don’t just aim for personal im-
provement; set resolutions for your marriage as well!  Ask your 
spouse: As a couple, how can we grow closer to each other and 
to God?  Then make a list of actions  to make those things hap-
pen with God’s help. In 2014, as a couple, you could…  
 
 Pray together on a daily basis. 
 Read a passage of Scripture before bed. 
 Read a marriage improvement book together. 
 Spend 15-20 minutes talking each day. 
 Hug and kiss each other three times each day. 
 Schedule a date night once a month. 
 Put away smart phones every night after work. 
 Attend a Marriage class during Sunday school.   Attend 
a marriage seminar or retreat this year. 
 Serve in ministry together every month. 
 
There are plenty of great ways to deepen your marriage. De-
cide on just one or two, commit as a couple, and pursue that 
goal together in 2014.  This may be the year your marriage 
goes from good to great! 

  January 2014  

 
Growing. 

Transforming. 
Changing. 

 

http://www.marriagetoday.com


 

Children’s Birthday Party for Jesus! 
Written by Julie Bazzell, Children’s Ministry  
 
 On Sunday, December 15th, Children’s Sunday School cele-
brated our 4th annual “Jesus’ Birthday Party.”  Before the party 
began, the children wrote down what they want to give Jesus 
this year.  The se children’s presents to Jesus are displayed on 
an upstairs bulletin board, outside of the First Grade class-
room.  I would encourage you to take a minute to stop by and 
read them.  Their gifts are precious and will definitely bring a 
smile to your face. 
 As the party began, the children were greeted by the beau-
tiful music of our very own Youth Band (thank you Stephen 
and Jeremy!) and were invited to place their presents for Jesus 
at the base of the Christmas tree.  They sang a few Christmas 
carols before listening intently to the story of Jesus’ birth, as 
shared by Ted Northrop.  Next, the children sang, “Happy 
Birthday to Jesus” and celebrated with cake.  Everyone had a 
wonderful time! 
 It is our hope that “Jesus’ Birthday Party” will help the chil-
dren better understand what Christmas is really about; it is His 
birthday and we are celebrating the incredible gift of Jesus. 
 Many, many thanks to all of the volunteers who helped us 
organize such a great party: from those moms who put togeth-
er the invitations (confetti and all), to everyone who ran ads in 
the bulletin, baked cakes, purchased paper goods, donated 
forks, provided juice and water, set up Christmas trees, put up 
and took down tables and chairs, wiped tables and swept 
floors, cut and served cake, set tables, decorated the fellow-
ship hall, handed out candy canes, shared their amazing musi-
cal and story-telling gifts, ran to the store at the last minute for 
candles and took pictures.  We could not have done it without 
you!  Merry Christmas! 
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“Following Jesus” Discipleship Jour-
neys are Beginning! 
Written by Elaine Cira, Following Jesus Coordinator 
 
There is much to be said about what is going on with the Fol-
lowing Jesus Discipleship program these days!  The Fall 2013 
class members have just competed this 15 week study that 
helped them discover what it means to follow Jesus.  The ses-
sion topics included rediscovering Jesus, growing in the Spirit, 
Living Faith, and Service.  These are the first steps that lead to 
a deeper relationship with Jesus and a more passionate faith. 
Now they will begin to implement what they have learned in 
these sessions to serve the Lord and our church.   
  
Because the Following Jesus discipleship journey is also  
KIUMC's membership course, those who are not already 
members who completed the course will meet with Pastor 
David Bennett on Sunday January 5 at 12 noon in the seminar 
room for a Question & Answer session on membership.  Then, 
on Sunday January 12, they will stand before the church as a 
group confirming their decision to become members of 
KIUMC. 
  
As one session ends, we quickly begin sign ups for our Winter/
Spring sessions which will begin on: 
   

  Wednesday January 8 at 7pm and  
   Sunday January 12 at 9:30 am.   
 

These one hour classes meet n the seminar room each 
week. We make it easy for you to sign up for either day by 
completing the connection card in the church pews or by call-
ing the church office to let us know which session you will be 
attending.  Registration is required. 
 
The class leaders Ron Weisman and Brenda Faulkner have co-
led three sessions together over the last year and a 
half.  What an excellent team!  As we head into our Winter/
Fall 2014 session, Ron will continue as class leader with the 
addition of a new class leader, Amy Jewell.  Amy completed 
her Following Jesus journey a year ago and brings a passion 
and excitement in wanting to share with others the experi-
ence she had. 
 
Brenda will be stepping down from her position as Following 
Jesus leader.  She will tell you that she has a heart for this 
course and was very willing to serve when she was asked.  She 
was a good fit for this ministry as she used her knowledge of 
the Bible, her love for the Lord, and her organizational skills as 
she served.   

Women of Faith Simulcast with 
Special Guest: The Jesus Painter 
 
Enjoy these pictures from the December 6th event.  Thank 

you to Tammy Rigoli and her “Team Faith” for organizing this 
event for our church and community! 

 



 Written by Mrs. Christy Little 

 
 Kent Island Christian School presented their Christmas play, 
"Super Christmas" on December 13th to a wonderfully sup-
portive and excited crowd!   Mrs. Wright continues to surpass 
her own excellence in selecting their plays and directing 
them.  The teachers did a most excellent job with extra coach-
ing and logistics.  The parents again displayed their incredible 
creativity with the authentic looking costumes and generous 
natures in helping with the stage.   
 
 The students were SUPER indeed!  They were the real he-
roes as they delivered the news that Jesus is our Superhero!  
Pre-K students presented festive poems and a dance which put 
the grand night over the top.  Thank-you to our KIUMC family 
for coming out and supporting us!   
 
 Kent Island Christian School students were also busy 

stuffing stockings to share God's joy and love.  They filled the 
stockings with puddings, fruit cups, gelatin cups, a Christmas 
card, school-baked Christmas cookies, prayers, and a stuffed 
bear.  They were excited to gift the stockings to the residents 
of Corsica Hills.  Students shared two song selections.  Soloists 
Henry Ball, Kennedy Quevedo, and Alexis Brock sang beautiful-
ly the verses of "Silent Night."  All of the students together 
sang "The Twelve Days of Christmas" acting with the motions 
they had created themselves.   
  
 Residents enjoyed the performance and some even joined 
in singing with the children.  We were able to see our church 
members Eva Thompson and Elaine Knight while we were 
there.  Mrs. Eva was delighted with the students' performance 
giving them  
 
 
 
high praise and we were blessed to share the Lord's  

Supper with her as Reverend Sa led us.  Mrs. Agnes Washing-
ton of Bryon's United Methodist Church was also there for us 
to share the joy of Lord with.  
 It was a wonderful time and all of us had our spirits lifted as 
we had spent time in fellowship with each other and our Lord!     

 

 
 
 

Healing Ministry Updates   
Written by  Robert and Patti Boyles. 
 
 The November Healing Service was held on the 24th. The 
speaker was Pastor Floyd Patterson, who pastors the Greater 
St. Paul Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. and is also a mem-
ber of the healing team. He gave an excellent message about 
hope called God’s Program from the scripture 2 Kings 5:3.  
 
 People from as far away as Middletown, Delaware,  Kenne-
dyville, Chesapeake City, and Washington, D.C. were in attend-
ance.  The Spirit was powerfully touching people with physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs.  
  
 Please join us for the January Healing Service at 7:00 pm on 
January 26th.  Christopher Koenig will be sharing about his mi-
raculous healing.  
 Come and be 
blessed! 
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People on the Move 
 

Pastor Kyung-hee Sa interviewed Sherry Masucci, a member who has 
been serving as the Volunteer Coordinator for Our Haven Homeless 
Shelter at KIUMC and through the mission activities of the Grow Out 
Focus Area Team.-Ed.  

 
Please tell us about the story of how and when you became 
a Christian and a member of KIUMC.   
I was baptized when I was 20 years old at Magnolia Street 
Baptist Church in Greensboro, North Carolina, where I was 
born and raised.  It wasn’t until 2010, however, that I truly 
dedicated my life to Christ.  I had begun attending services 
here at KIUMC regularly when Pastor Dave announced a new 
class being offered called Following Jesus. During the 15-week 
course I was blessed beyond measure.  I made numerous 
friends and connections in the church and began to feel at 
home here. I joined this church the following June.  I started 
getting involved in various activities just because I loved the 
fellowship and loved being a part of this wonderful body of 

Christ. 
 
 
The Our Haven 
Homeless Shelter is 
now open.  
Would you share 
with us your lead-
ership role for the 
ministry?  What 
has such service 
done to your spir-
itual growth?  

It was during the Following Jesus class that I discovered my 

spiritual gifts and realized I had a heart for helping the needy. I 

volunteered myself and my three daughters, Emily, Madeline, 

and Abigail to serve food at a soup kitchen in Baltimore called 

Bread and Beans. I was touched by the stories of these ordi-

nary men and women. Shortly thereafter Pastor Dave made 

another announcement asking for a volunteer to be the shel-

ter coordinator for Our Haven Shelter. My ears perked up, but 

I waited… and I waited.  A couple of months passed and each 

Sunday that same announcement remained in the bulletin.  I 

finally realized for sure that God was calling ME… so I became 

the Volunteer Coordinator for KIUMC.  Each year in the fall I 

begin to organize volunteers to serve dinners at the shelter, to 

visit with the guests, to provide lunch and breakfast foods, 

and to do their laundry. Having served in this role for 3 years, 

now I can say that I have been truly blessed through this min-

istry. We pray and eat together, play cards and dominoes 

(Mexican Train is our favorite), watch movies and just general-

ly have a good time. Various churches in Queen Anne’s County 

all come together to support and help run the shelter, dividing 

the work into week-long segments. I can honestly say that it is 

a let-down when my shelter week is over because we are one 

big family here. I have been truly blessed by God’s calling and I 

am excited to see how He will use me next. 

Celebrate Recovery News 
Written by Sally Boden 
 

 Celebrate Recovery (CR) begins its third year at KIUMC on 
January 1, 2014.  In an effort to become free and whole, par-
ticipants work a 12 step program based on the Beatitudes. 
Health and release from hurts, habits, and hang-ups is the 
goal of CR. We thank Pastor Dave, Pastor Kyung-Hee, the 
church staff, and the congregation for their support and coop-
eration with this ministry.  
 Ministry leaders Cathy and Bobby Timms and Sally Boden 
ponder:  Does this ministry work? Is the “forever family” form-
ing? Do struggling participants feel empowered and support-
ed? Are CR participants growing in their faith?  Three CR par-
ticipants and their spouses recently participated in Following 
Jesus discipleship journeys and are seeking church member-
ship. We celebrate their joy! 
 Pastor Dave joined us December 11th and spoke powerful-
ly about God’s faithfulness as he shared the message from 
Psalm 77.  Lee Roberts, from Easton, illustrated God’s faithful-
ness so well as he shared his testimony that with God’s help 
and loving CR friends he survived the loss of his wife and 
daughter. 
 On a lighter note, 41 people enjoyed the fellowship, deli-
cious food, and a “Who is the Cutest Elf?” contest at the CR 
potluck on December 18th. Each of the five volunteer “elves” 
were transformed using crepe paper, pipe cleaners, cotton 
balls, and tape. Judges Brittany Timms and Buddy Thomas 
were hard pressed to name a winner! We all laughed and cel-
ebrated the birth of our Higher Power, Jesus Christ, with food, 
fellowship and fun.  
 

 

 

 



 

Celebrate Recovery  
… for every hurt, habit, or hang-up. 
 

On January 1, 2014, we are to begin a new year of Celebrate 
Recovery at KIUMC.  We will be starting over with the first and 
important step of “Denial”, and will work through each of the 
lessons that follow throughout the year. If you or anyone you 
know is struggling with any type of hurt, hang-up, or habit, 
please come, taste and see what God can do in your life 
through this program.  Newcomers are welcome at any time.   
 
Celebrate Recovery is a safe place where confidentiality is 
highly regarded.  We look forward to what God has planned 
for all who seek healing and wholeness.  We are a “forever 
family!”  
 
If you seek me, you will find me, if you search for me with 
your whole heart!    Jeremiah 29:13 
 

 

Wednesdays    7:00 - 8:30pm 

  

As the fall session of DivorceCare comes to a close, plans are 

being made for 2014 sessions.  Look for dates in future bulle-

tins.  For more information, please contact the church at 410-

643-5361 or email divorcecarekiumc@yahoo.com 

 

Thanks & Peace, 

Stephanie Cernak 

 

 
 
 
 
Grief Recovery Support Group  

No one should walk alone...  
 
GriefShare is a weekly grief recovery Support Group and Sem-
inar Series for anyone that is grieving the death of someone 
close to them.  The program was created by Church Initiative, 
and is sponsored by hundreds of churches across the county. 
The GriefShare Ministry Team at KIUMC feels blessed to have 
this program sponsored locally by our church.  
 
GriefShare is a nondenominational program led by trained 
GriefShare facilitators that have traveled that journey from 
mourning to joy. The program features biblical teachings on 
grief and recovery topics. The DVD Seminar Series, put togeth-
er by over 40 Christian experts in the field of grief recovery, 
will present a different grief topic to be viewed and discussed 
each week. 
 
Our door is always open!  You can join any of our groups at 
anytime throughout the 13 week session. You can also attend 
as many 13 week sessions as you feel the need. The program is 
also considered to be an outreach program to our community. 
We have a chair waiting for you.  
 

Starting in February 2014 

We will have 3 GriefShare Support Groups that will be meeting 
weekly: 
 
Tuesday mornings from Feb 11th thru May 13th  
GriefShare for the Bereaved Spouse meets from 9:30am to 
11:30am in room #216. 
 
Tuesday evenings from Feb 11th thru May 13th  
GriefShare for the Bereaved Parent meets from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm in room #216. 
 
Thursdays evenings from Feb 13th thru May 15th  
GriefShare for the All-Bereaved meets evenings only from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm in the Seminar Room. 
 
For more information: 
Please call Wendy at 410.200.6589 or email 
Annette at sharinghopenow724@gmail.com 
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MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES  
Written by Cindy Bidinotto-Slate, Music Coordinator 
 
 Thanks to everyone who took part in the music program 
(and especially our 50th Anniversary Celebration) at KIUMC 
this past Fall. The Youth Band led worship and contributed 
many times to the 9:30 service, and Ransomed continues to 
faithfully and selflessly lead worship all year. I am amazed at 
their commitment after a decade of playing together!  
Our Hand-bell Choir delighted us in December and will present 
other seasonal selections in January.  Our KIUMC choir beau-
tifully presented our cantata “The Heart of Christmas” on De-
cember 22nd.  Most of our Choir members continue to sing at 
the 8:00 and 11:00 services, and I appreciate their friendship 
and servant hearts. 
 I am humbled to be part of this body of Christ 
that demonstrates faith in action. My deepest gratitude goes 
out to Peter Edison, Evelyn Layton and Mary Miller who filled 
in for me when I was recovering from surgery and who contin-
ue to assist me when needed.  
 Looking ahead, our Choir practices begin January 2, 2014 
at 7 p.m. in the Choir room. See me or Tom if you have some 
experience and wish to sing...we'd love to have you help us 
glorify Him in song!  Blessings in the New Year, 
 

 
K.I.S.S Women’s Ministry 
Ministry Leader, Dana Cresanto 
 
K.I.S.S. is a Women’s Ministry for all women over 18.  We 
meet the 3rd Friday of each month as a 
“date night with girlfriends” for  worship, 
prayer, a message, and sharing the love of Je-
sus Christ.  We KEEP IT SIMPLE, SISTER! 
 

Our planning team will be meeting the 
first week of January to plan our upcom- ing 
gatherings and a  
women’s “day” retreat this Spring.  Be looking for upcoming 
details in the bulletin! 
 

Psalm 34:8  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Preparing Our House. 
A GROW UP Focus Area Update by Patti Boone 
 

 A team of high-spirited 
volunteers spent the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving deco-
rating our Sanctuary for the 
Advent and Christmas sea-
son.  The Grow UP Focus 
Area members are grateful 
for the help they provided.  
Pictured with their trees are 
Jeannie Hurley, Betty 
Parkerson, and Irene Hoff-
man, with a special cameo 
appearance from Dane Ra-
da.  The second tree was 
adorned by Ginger Gieseck-

er, Nancy Saddler, Lillian Marks, and Jane Sparks. 

 The Advent wreath 
on the altar was created 
by Sally and Daryl Bo-
den.  These same people 
also decorated and hung 
the wreaths on the Sanc-
tuary windows and all 
exterior doors of the 
church.             

 A HUGE thank you 
goes out to Tim Forrest 
for the larger-than-life 
Nativity silhouettes at the 
corner of Cox Neck Road 
and Postal Rd.  They are a beautiful reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas to the community.  Passing by our 
church after dark, with the silhouettes shining and the steeple 
glowing, is a truly beautiful sight.                                                       
 As we move into 2014, the Grow UP Focus Area invites you 
to consider joining our team.  We'd love to enlarge our team 
of greeters, so that as people come into our church building, 
they are greeted with a warm smile and handshake or hug, 
and heartfelt welcome.  Ideally, we'd love to have a greeter at 
every door. Our building is an imposing structure, especially 
for those who might be coming in for the first time.  We also 
have a need for a new Worship Coordinator for 9:30 and 
11:00.  Gayle Ross has served in that capacity for 2 years, and 
has been a tremendous asset to the pastors.                 Mer-
ry CHRISTmas and Happy New Year from the Grow Up family, 
to you and yours. 

 
 
 

The purpose of this newsletter is to glorify God and  
communicate with the members and friends of Kent Island United 
Methodist Church. If you have questions or concerns, please contact 
our office manager, Denise Swindell. 
 

Kent Island United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 308, Chester, MD 21619 
410-643-5361 — info@kiumc.org — kiumc.org 
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Night Reader  
A Monthly Column by  
Lori Bennett 
 

 
A new year brings a fresh start.  I really 
desire that fresh start in my walk with 
Christ.  How about you? 

 
My spiritual life is so sound when I am spending time with my 
Lord each day.  It does not mean that all circumstances are 
good or that troubles don’t come my way, it just keeps my 
heart and mind grounded in Christ.  Discipline for a daily (or 
nightly!) time with God is an anchor to my soul.   
 
As we begin a new year, I want to share about my two favorite 
daily devotionals.  I have read through both of them more 
than once as their timeless messages always draw me back. If 
you have a favorite devotional, I’d love to hear about it!  If 
not, here are two highly recommended suggestions that could  
get your year off to a good start with God. 
 
1. “The Daily God Book: A Year of Listening for God” written 

by Erin Keeley Marshall and published by Tyndale in 2009.  
Dave gave me this devotional a few years ago for Christ-
mas and I really loved it immediately.  The readings begin 
in Genesis and travel through the whole Bible to end in 
Revelation by the end of the year.  Each devotional has a 
“word” from God, a scripture passage, the author’s 
thoughts, and a short prayer.  I will be using this devotion-
al with a few friends for accountability this year… want to 
join me?  Just send me a note at lfb220@verizon.net. 

 
2. “My Utmost for His Highest” written by Oswald Chambers 

was initially published in 1927 by Discovery House.  This 
work is a collection of lectures as recorded by his wife 
“Biddy” and compiled following his death in 1917 at the 
age of 43.  One of the most widely read Christian books, 
MUFHH has surely impacted my life with its sharp chal-
lenge to be a fully surrendered follower of Christ. If you 
choose to read this devotional, I recommend the special 
Updated Edition.  Editor James Reimann did an amazing 
job of updating language while keeping the messages 
intact.  My all-time favorite. 

 
Challenge yourself this year to be in God’s Word.  If we aren’t 
growing spiritually, then we are stagnant or dying.  Imagine if 
our whole congregation was vitally growing… it would trans-
form families and change the world!  Let’s get started! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Marriage Minute 
From www.familylife.com 

Follow the Instructions 
“The one who trusts in himself is a fool, but one who walks in 
wisdom will be safe.”           Proverbs 28:26 
 
 A number of years ago while Christmas shopping, we came 
across one of those wooden swing sets on sale. Dirt cheap. 
The kids were outspoken in their desire to have one, and we 
caved in. So later that day I returned to the store--without the 
kids--and picked one up.  
 In the box.  
 It was Christmas Eve before I finally got both arms into 
that "some assembly required" project. For someone like me 
who is not a real whiz-bang working with my hands, it took 
hours to put together.  My wife frequently stood alongside, 
calming me down, helping me read and interpret the instruc-
tions, encouraging me every step of the way.  
 And it was worth it. It was the hit of Christmas! 
Marriage is a lot like that swing set. Most of us get married 
and try to put the thing together without ever consulting the 
printed instructions. Or if we do check the Scriptures, we tend 
to select only those portions that we want our spouse to fol-
low. And we ignore what the instructions tell us about our 
own responsibility.  
 Marriage is hard work. And many people are making it 
more difficult by overlooking the fundamental truth that mar-
riage is a spiritual institution designed by God for two imper-
fect people to be joined together in their dependence upon 
Him and each other. If each of you wants to be "one who 
walks in wisdom" (Proverbs 28:26), you cannot ignore His in-
structions on how you build and maintain a spiritual union.  
 
Ready for a Marriage Retreat? 
 

Pastor Dave and Lori are presently making plans with the Riv-
erside Retreat Center staff at Camp Pecometh for an overnight 
retreat this Spring for married couples from KIUMC.  Will you 
pray about joining us? Reservation info coming soon! 
 
 

A New Year of “CONNECTIONS” has begun!  

Join us on Wednesday nights  

for a family dinner at 6pm and  

classes/programs for all ages beginning at 7pm. 

 Who would want to miss it? 

http://www.familylife.com

