
KIUMC NEWSLETTER | September 2017        1 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

VBS Update                 p.4 

Carnival Recap                                              p.6 

 

 

 

 

Youth Missions                              pp. 8-9 

KIUMC 

NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

IN THIS ISSUE 



KIUMC NEWSLETTER | September 2017        2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A word from… 

Pastor Mark 

What an exciting and energizing time to receive a new appointment as the Senior Pastor of Kent Island United Methodist 
Church. My name is Rev. Mark Farnell, but you can call me Pastor Mark. I thought I would take a moment and introduce the 
passions in my life.  

I love my Family 

My wife, Theresa, and I were high school sweethearts. We have been married for 26 years. Theresa is the principal of 
Centreville Elementary School. She has been an educator for 26 years. We have two boys.  Zachary is 20 years old and is a 
junior at Wesley College in Delaware. He plays on the lacrosse team and is a business administration major. Joshua is 
graduating from high school in June and will also be attending Wesley College where he, too, will play lacrosse.  He plans to 
major in sports management.   

I love Worship 

My gifts are in preaching and teaching.  I bring experience in both traditional and contemporary worship services, utilizing the 
connection between clergy and laity. It is through worship we grow deep, making God a priority in our lives, offering heartfelt 
expressions of thanks in His sanctuary. We worship God because he is God.  

I love the Church     

The Church was God’s idea before it was ours. It’s an expression of God’s determination to have a human family, and maintain 
that family into eternity. I grew up in The United Methodist Church. In 1987, I joined a Christian rock band. After my days in the 
band, I worked in youth ministry for six years and finally answered the call to be a Pastor in The United Methodist Church in 
1995. I have a Master’s Degree in Divinity from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. I was ordained an Elder in The 
United Methodist Church in 2009. I am a second-generation Pastor in our conference. The Church is God’s standing giant in 
every community, proclaiming hope and belonging in a dark world.  

I love being a Pastor  

This is my nineteenth year as Pastor and fourth appointment in our conference. I began in Preston, Maryland as a student 
Pastor. My next appointment was the Millington-Crumpton Charge. This charge consisted of three Churches in both Kent and 
Queen Anne’s Counties. For the last nine years, I have been the Senior Pastor of Centreville United Methodist Church. I have 
come to realize a couple of things: First, Pastors help facilitate things to be done enabling the church to be the church, and 
second Pastors must realize that the church is God’s people poised for creative ways in which God can continue to fulfill Christ’s 
promise for the church.  

I love partnering with others in ministry 

I have experience working with all ages. I have a passion for connecting with God and with people; and for connecting people to 
each other and to God. Romans 7:4 says, “You are part of the body of Christ and now you belong to Him in order that we might 
be useful in the service of God.” Experience has taught me that the way you know you’re a part of the body of Christ is that you 
serve others. Serving is the proof of our identity as members of His family. Being a servant is being in leadership. In the world, 
you climb the ladder of success. Jesus said, the one who serves best leads best. Being the Senior Pastor of Kent Island United 
Methodist Church will be a matter of serving the best interests of others. 
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Q: What was your favorite cartoon to watch as a child? 

A: Bugs Bunny 

Q: If you could only eat three foods for the rest of your life, what 

would they be? 

A: Cheeseburgers, Doritos, and corn on the cob 

Q: Your biggest pet peeve is… 

A: When people don’t put things back where they belong. 

Q: Beach or mountains? 

A: Beach. 

Q: What is your favorite church song? 

A: Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

Q: Secular song? 

A: Don’t Stop Believing by Journey 

Q: What three words would your kids use to describe you? 

A: Loving, challenging, and jester. 

Q: Twitter: Yes or no? 

A: No 

Q: If you could have breakfast with any historical figure, who 

would it be (and why)? 

A: Peter, because we are so much alike. 

Q: On a free Sunday afternoon, you can be found… 

A: Fishing. 

Q: If you weren’t a pastor, you would probably be… 

A: A radio DJ. 

 

 

We thought it would be fun to ask Pastor Mark a few 

quirky questions to get to know him a little bit better.  

Don’t forget about this month’s Transition Team Home Gathering! Come out to talk with Pastor 

Mark and the Transition Team. Gather information, share your ideas, and make connections with 

other people in your church and your community. The Chester Area Home Gathering will take 

place on Thursday, August 17, at 7:00pm, at the Gibson’s Grant Pavilion on Thomas White 

Boulevard. It will be hosted by Rick and Elaine Cira and Annette Potts. Refreshments will be served. 

       Pastor Mark 
     is also a        
     Miami Dolphins 
     fan! 
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SonWorld VBS 2017 

If a picture is worth 1000 words then these speak 
volumes! Our Adult and Youth VBS volunteers 
made these smiles, and the joy behind them, 
possible by sharing Christ’s love through fun and 
creative music, choreography, crafts, games and 
snacks. Central to all was the daily Bible Lesson.  
From July 10-14 our children heard about people 
who met Jesus and learned to believe, to act, 
and about the power of forgiveness.  They also 
learned about a doubter, Thomas, whose 
encounter with the risen Christ led him to 
choose Jesus and devote his life to discipleship.   

Our VBS Missions focus helped raise more 
Backpack meals than ever before to help feed 
Kent Island and other local kids at risk for 
hunger.  At least 65 children are served weekly.  
The “Wish for a Well” global outreach raised just 
over $708 towards the Clean Water Well Project 
in Central Congo through our Pen-Del Annual 
Conference Congo Partnership where every 
penny goes to the designated project.  By 
including local and global missions VBS helps to 
teach children that they are able to serve others 
close to home and very far away. 

We’d love to have all our great volunteers rest up 
really well, and consider joining us again next 
year to see what God can do through VBS at 
KIUMC!  For now, KIUMC church family… 

   Enjoy the happy pictures and consider the 
simplicity of choosing Jesus to change YOUR 
life! 

Submitted by: Lila Holmes and Sharon Richter 
Photos by Kelsey and Brooklyn Walter 

VBS 2017 
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      This summer's special music began with “How Can I 
Keep from Singing?” by choir members John Hauprich 
and Deborah Zussman, and Elmer Parkerson and Nanlee 
Taylor presenting “Take Me Back to the Cross,” 
accompanied by Mary Miller. We heard clarinetist Laura 
Layton, and the stirring “Battle Hymn” from soprano 
Evelyn Kirby for 4th of July. 

     Two musicians from Queen Anne's Chorale have 
delighted us...tenor Aaron Francesconi (former member 
of The Mormon Tabernacle Choir) singing “You Raise Me 
Up,” and sax player Jack Denny, retired band director. His 
original arrangement of “My Tribute” was especially 
unique since he sang the final page! 

     New to us on August 13 will be Jacob Ward, a young 
tenor from Centreville whose goal is to attend NYU as a 
music major. You'll have to show up in August to see who 
else is playing or singing! It is a joy to work with such 
talent, and I am gratified at the willingness of these 
musicians to share their particular gifts for God. As 
always, I appreciate the loving support of this 
congregation. May music continue to stir your souls 
wherever you are! 

September Music Notes 
from Cindy Bidinotto-Slate 

Jack Denny and Cindy Bidinotto-Slate 

Nanlee Taylor, Elmer Parkerson & Mary Miller 

“My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing and make music with all my soul.” 
-Psalm 108:1 
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Our annual KIUMC family carnival was four straight days of 

beautiful weather, great music, mouthwatering treats, and 

good old family fun…in short, it was everything we’ve come 

to expect our carnival to be. But we would also like to share 

the impact of the carnival as an outreach of our church, 

and how we were able to extend the love of Jesus Christ to 

the people of Kent Island and the surrounding 

communities. 

*Approximately 305 meals were 

provided to local families 

*202 ride bracelets were given out 

*Several local families who attended 

the carnival also attended the Tent 

Service and subsequent worship 

services at KIUMC! 

We’d like to thank all of the local 

businesses and individuals who 

donated items for the silent auction; as 

well as all of our congregants who not 

only donated money towards 

sponsorship packages for local 

families, but gave so much of their 

time and energy to make our carnival 

a success! 

KIUMC Family Carnival Recap 
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Tent Service 
Baptisms and Confirmation 

Photos by Erin Wedding 

Help lead adults into an intimate 
relationship with Christ! 

 
Adult Studies Teachers are needed 
for Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. We are in 
specific need of a Disciple 1 teacher. 
Contact Kristi Rada at 
kmrada@mac.com. 

Make a difference with  
Children’s Ministries! 

 
Children’s Chapel is still in need of a 
Coordinator. Teachers, leaders, and 
assistants are also needed for our 
children’s Sunday School program. 
Contact Julie Bazzell at 
bazzell@atlanticbb.net for details. 

Make a joyful noise! 

Join the ranks of the sound technicians by 
learning to operate the soundboard. Contact 
Scott Woolsey at wool32us@gmail.com. 

Can you connect with our youth? 
 

ROOTS is seeking dedicated adult leaders to 
shepherd our teens into Christian adulthood! 
Contact Danae at Danae@kiumc.org to learn 
more. 

Opportunities to Serve 

mailto:bazzell@atlanticbb.net
mailto:Danae@kiumc.org
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Man, what a great couple of weeks of Roots 
Mission Trips!!!!! 

We were blessed this year to be able to go on 
a Middle School and High School Mission 
Trip!!!! And what a wonderful time it was. 

Middle Schoolers: 
Madi Kintop 
Emilio Monzeglio 
Kendra Miner 
Andrew Goss 
Ali Gayhardt 
CB Wilder 
  
Along with Rick Cira, Kevin Kintop, Elaine 
Cira, and Danae Allison attended A Group 
Mission Trip to Roanoke, VA from July 7th-
10th. 
  
We spent time with two different residents, 
Lori and Chuck, renovating and painting 
their homes. Both were beyond grateful for 
all the help each student and adult 
accomplished over a 3-day period of work. 
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High Schoolers: 
 
Ruth Murdoch  Julie Katlic 
Sydney Booze  Nora Gast 
Olivia Bazzell  Erin Wedding 
Julianna Wedding Angel Lopez 
Miranda Kinnamon Will Bagley 
Bethani Doyle  Nikolas Illemszky 
Lukas Illemszky Sam Bagley 
Dylan Lindner  Isaac Murdoch 
Elijah Rada  Isaiah Shockley 
Tyler Kintop  Thomas Moulden 
Preston Wilder 
 
Along with Bill Pollard, Oscar Lopez, Jill 
Moulden, and Danae Allison attended A 
Group Mission Trip to Cedar Grove, WV 
from July 16th-22nd. 

 

We spent time with 3 different families, Ms. Peggy, Carolina and 
Joseph, and Julia and George, building decks/porches and 
painting interior and exterior. We had a blast really getting to 
know our residents over a 5-day period. We were able to supply 
the 3 children with nerf guns and for one of our residents back to 
school supplies. I don’t think there was a dry eye when we left 
Friday afternoon. 
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Mrs. Joyce Caulk has been faithfully crocheting prayer 
shawls and lap blankets for our caring lay ministry 
visitation team.   She says, “It’s something that I can do for 
others and I find joy in doing it.” After receiving a prayer 
shawl while ill, Mrs. Caulk felt led to do the same for 
others. “It felt so good to receive something so pretty, 
during a time when I wasn’t feeling too good.” 

As a talented crocheter, she has revisited this art form to 
make these gifts for us.  Her daughter, Donna Guilford, 
brings her to get yarn and supplies from the store. Mrs. 
Caulk puts a lot of effort in the design and color scheme of 
each shawl she makes. 

She says she prays over each creation she makes and 
hopes that the person that receives it knows how much 
they are loved by God. She has made many shawls and lap 
blankets that have brought joy and the light of Christ to 
others. 

She hopes that through her ministry that other “golden 
agers” or young people will also be moved to be in some 
kind of ministry. “Anyone can do anything,” she says. 

We want to thank Mrs. Caulk for sharing her talent and all 
her gifts in ministry. 

Article and Photo by Pastor Amor Woolsey 

 

Sharing Our Gifts 
 

One of the most fundamental duties of the church is extending the gospel and light of 
 God to those in need, and mission trips have always been a reliable method of doing 
 so. This year’s mission trip to West Virginia was an incredible experience that changed 
 the lives of not only the people being served, but those who were serving. It brought the church’s youth closer with 
each other, and closer with God. And it wouldn’t have been possible without all the generous donations from the 
church and loved ones of the high school youth. 
 

From the beginning of the trip, things didn’t exactly go according to plan. A tire on our van blew out, and we ended 
up several hours late to the location. The day after, we went to the site we would be working at for the rest of the 
week, which was a small trailer park in a coal mining town. Many of the people there didn’t have enough money to 
sustain their homes and property, and were unable to do the work themselves. There was much renovating and 
fixing that needed to be done, and the heat was relentless. But at the end of each day, we were proud of the work we 
had accomplished. When the trip was coming to a close, every one of us wished we had more time to continue 
helping people living in poverty. Personally, it was a great opportunity to serve, and it was an important step in my 
walk with God. 

 Youth Perspective 
By William Bagley 
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Greetings from Kinshasa! 

 Once again I am so appreciative of your generous support of my ministry 
in DRC. Without such support, Global Ministries would be unable to 
deploy missionaries around the world. 

 Serving as Nurse in Mission has been an amazing experience! Every day I 
learn more and more about how God works to care for His people and I 
am so humbled to be a tiny part of this work. As a member of the 
Episcopal Area’s Health Board, we strive together to improve healthcare 
in DRC. Every day is a challenge, but I have learned to persevere! 
Especially when dear friends like you support my ministry through 
donations and prayers, I am encouraged to continue and to move forward 
in the Light of Christ. 

 We are so excited that the Mpasa Medical Center Pediatric Wing has been 
completed and was dedicated last week. And the contract for the drilling 
of new fresh water wells is about to be signed! Praise God!! None of these 
projects would happen without the support of churches like Kent Island 
UMC. 

 Thank you! 
 Blessings! 
 In Mission for Christ, 
 Donna Baker, MS, APRN, ACNS-BC (Retired), CNOR (Emeritus) 
 Missionary of Global Ministries as Nurse in Mission 

Your support allows others to 
impact the world! 

Supporting our missionaries 

Do you like to sew?  Grow Out is looking for you!  We want to 
provide handmade pillowcases for our Partners in Care soldiers 
and for the homeless shelter.  This simple project will take very 
little time but will provide a touch of home for those in need.  If 
interested, please call Liz Schilling 410-490-2598, or email 
els1027@me.com.   
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Aug 1st SPRC Meeting 6:30pm 
Aug 3rd Healing Ministry Leadership Meeting 6:30pm 
Aug 4th Emmaus Monthly Gathering 6:00 
Aug 6th Corsica Hills Service 2:00 
Aug 8th Trustees Meeting 6:30pm 
Aug 10th Grow Out 6:30pm 
     ROOTS: Youth Group 7:00pm 
Aug 11th Healing Meeting 6:30pm 
Aug 14th SAFE Team Meeting 1:00pm 
    Grow Deep 6:30pm 
Aug 17th Transition Team Home Gathering 
    Gibson’s Grant Pavilion 7:00pm 
 

 
Aug 18th  KISS 7:00pm 
Aug 19th Satellite Lay Academy 8:30am 
         Bikes for the World 9:00am 
Aug 20th S.S. Teacher’s Meeting 12:30pm 
Aug 21st Baptism Class 6:30pm 
Aug 22nd Finance Committee 6:30pm 
Aug 25th ROOTS: Beach Trip 8:00am 
Aug 27th Healing Service 7:00pm 
Aug 29th ROOTS: Ice Cream Social  
Aug 31st ROOTS: Pool Party 3:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

August Calendar at a Glance 
 

As usual at Annual Conference there was meaningful worship and praise experienced by laity and clergy recognizing the 
diversity of cultures found in our geographic conference. Native peoples, Korean and Black churches, newly planted and long 
established churches were all represented through various modalities: contemporary and traditional music, liturgical dance, 
the spoken word, and teaching. The importance of prayer connecting us together and with our Father God, Jesus our Savior, 
and the Holy Spirit continues to be a focus of our connectedness as United Methodists in a challenging and often changing 
world. 

By sharing reports from UM agencies, colleges, boards and missions, both in our Pen-Del Conference and beyond, we also 
maintain open communication and keep our connection alive. Global Boards and our own Congo Partnership reported on 
progress made in current projects and on new initiatives. Aimed at being the hands and feet of Christ, the Agricultural and 
Feeding Projects are expanding to help relieve hunger in some of the most poor and needy places on this earth. With 
researchers reporting the development of a vaccine for malaria, a new UM Global emphasis “Abundant Health” especially 
targets improving maternal and child outcomes in all nations. It is always exciting to hear how God is moving through the 
peoples of the UM church in mission locally, nationally, and beyond. 

During Plenary Sessions, fifteen correctly submitted resolutions were presented, discussed, and votes taken. Each Annual 
Conference this year is required to vote regarding Amendments received from the General/Jurisdictional Conferences. 
Additionally, a Special Session of the General Conference has been called to do a complete examination of every paragraph of 
the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options regarding a way forward for the Methodist Church. A 
diverse Commission of professional, laity, and clergy, including Bishops, has been assembled and is meeting on a regular basis 
and they will provide their recommendations at a Special Sessions in February 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. Those Pen-Del 
representatives at the last General/Jurisdictional Conferences will again represent us at this Special Session. 

At this year’s Ordination Service, Eric Warner was ordained as Full Member Elder; Gary Priddy as Provisional Elder; and Chris  
Pettit as Full-Time Local Pastor. An annual invitation is made to those who feel the call to ministry in the UM church. These 
folks come forward and are then assisted and mentored to begin the process to fully answer their call. 

Each year those in our Pastoral family who have had a loss during the past year are honored for their faithful service in 
ministry. The Remembrance Service offers comfort, and through prayer and thanksgiving gives recognition of their sacrifices 
for the Kingdom of God. This service closes the Conference and sends out clergy and laity to be in prayerful ministry to make 
disciples for Christ. 

2017 Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference Report 
Submitted by Lila and Doug Holmes, 2017 Lay members to Pen-Del Annual 

Conference 


