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KIUMC NEWSLETTER       November 2022 
 

 

How many symbols of Christmas can you think of? Think shining star, the manger, 

Jesus’ outstretched arms, the shepherds, or the three wise men. Symbols of Christ 

are called Chrismons – a combination of the words Christ and monogram. 

Christian symbols date back to the early church when Christians used them to 

identify and proclaim their beliefs and faith as followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

During the Christmas season, we focus on the blessed 

fact that Jesus left His home in heaven to come to 

earth as a babe born in a lowly stable into a human 

family of modest means. 

 

As we give thanks to the Lord for our many blessings 

and prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

and enjoy the warmth of this Christmas season, let us recognize the Good News: 

that Jesus Christ, the baby lying in the manger, is the Sovereign Creator, the 

Sinless Sacrifice, the Victorious Conqueror, the King of kings and Lord of lords! 

Whether you are surrounded by your loved ones or grieving someone who is no 

longer in your midst, remember the Lord our God is always with you. 
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Did You Know? St. Francis of 

Assisi created the first crèche 

in 1223, as a way of bringing 

the focus of Christmas back 

Jesus’ birth and away from 

material, gift-giving customs. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_scene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_scene
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Commission Moving Forward 

KIUMC Hosts Town Hall, Begins Book Study 
 

Following two church-wide meetings, we have entered a two-month 

discernment process – part of the disaffiliation process - that includes a book 

study required by the Conference Board of Trustees. The study is not mandatory 

for anyone, including our professing members, who will vote later in 2023. All are 

welcome to join us. 

 

The study begins Monday, November 14, and is based on the book, Living 

Faithfully: Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church. A limited number 

of books - $11 each - have been ordered by the church. If you’d like a copy, 

please contact the Church Office to check availability. If you’d like to order 

your own book, visit this site: https://www.cokesbury.com/Living-Faithfully-

Revised-and-Updated. You can join the class at any time. 

 

Classes will meet on most Mondays through January 16, 2023, with breaks 

around the holidays. If you have any questions regarding the disaffiliation 

process, please email commission@kiumc.org. 

 

KIUMC Loves Pastors Mark, Darlene & Bobby 
We celebrated our three amazing, 

God-centered pastors with a party 

Sunday, October 23, between 

worship services. The Staff/Parish 

Relations Committee thanked pastors 

Mark Farnell, Darlene Dixon and 

Bobby Timms for their hard work and 

dedication. We are truly blessed by 

everything they do for our church 

and pray for their spouses and 

children. 

 

Come Decorate The Sanctuary With Us! 
 

On Saturday, November 27, 9:00 am, members from the Grow Up ministry 

will be decorating the sanctuary and putting up the nativity scenes outside. 

We could use a few extra strong hands. If you are interested, please email 

Brenda at brendasaia@yahoo.com. 

GROW UP Focus Area 
We “grow up” when we worship God and we pray. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/Living-Faithfully-Revised-and-Updated
https://www.cokesbury.com/Living-Faithfully-Revised-and-Updated
mailto:commission@kiumc.org
mailto:brendasaia@yahoo.com
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New Sermon Series: The Nativity Story 
 

We begin a new Sermon Series on November 27 called, The Nativity Story. Each 

Sunday our pastors will bring us a special message from the New Testament. 

 

November 27/First Sunday in Advent 

"Joseph," Pastor Mark Farnell | Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

December 4 

"Shepherds," Pastor Darlene Dixon | Luke 2: 8-20 
 

December 11 

"Mary," Pastor Mark Farnell | Luke 1: 26-38 
 

December 18/Cantata @ 11:00am 

"Wisemen," Pastor Bob Timms | Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

December 24/Christmas Eve 

5:00 PM - Children’s Pageant 

7: 00 PM - Lessons and Carols 

9: 00 PM - Family Worship w/Holy Communion 

11: 00 PM - Traditional Worship w/Holy Communion 

"Jesus," Pastor Mark Farnell | Luke 2: 1-7 
 

For more about our Advent and Christmas services, visit our website at 

www.kiumc.org and click the WORSHIP tab, Advent/Christmas Services tab. 

 

Christmas Offering – Congo Partnership 
 

This year we have decided to support the Congo Partnership, an organization 

that provides life-giving services to children, seniors and others in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. To donate, you may use your designated 

Christmas envelopes, give electronically through our website, use the kiosk in the 

back of the Church, or give at one of our Christmas Eve services. Funds beyond 

our goal of $10,000, will go towards the general account of our Church. 

Church Office Holiday Hours 

December 23-26 - Office closed (opening December 27) 

December 30 - Office closes at 1:00pm 

December 31 - January 2, 2023 - Office closed (opening Tuesday, January 3) 

(Normal office hours: 9:00am to 3:00pm, weekly.) 

http://www.kiumc.org/
http://www.congo-mission.org/about-us/
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Welcome to our newly 

baptized… 
Dawson Bowser, Landon 

Clark and Cora Kogok! 

 

Quick SHOUT OUT To Our Slide & Camera Techs! 
 

We are grateful to our worship technology crew that helps run the livestream 

camera and slide show during Sunday services. If you’re interested in 

volunteering or just learning what’s involved, please contact Dina Baxter at, 

dbaster325@gmail.com. Training is provided and you can when to serve. 

 

We’re Grateful to Evelyn Layton 
On Sunday, October 23, Sally McClellan from SPRC thanked Evelyn for 

her time playing the piano for the 8:00am and 11:00am services this past 

year. Not only for all her hours of practicing but for always picking the 

perfect hymn to go with that week’s sermon. 

 

Flowers placed on the alter this day were 

given to Evelyn honoring her dedication to 

our church family. ‘We have been so blessed 

by you, Evelyn, and we look forward to 

hearing your beautiful music in the future.” 
 

 

 

 

KIUMC’s Revived Praise Band… 
On Laity Sunday, October 23, band members Aaron Mullins and Curtis Pearson 

were joined by Pastor Mark, who played drums for a few 

songs during the 9:30am worship service. 
 

The band welcomes new drummer, Kim 

Roenigk, who has been training and 

practicing under the teaching of former 

drummer, Frank Stamm. She has played with 

the Celebrate Recovery Band many times 

and has a passion for Jesus. We are so 

blessed by the gifts that she shares with us. 

THANK YOU! 

mailto:dbaster325@gmail.com
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A Personal invitation for the Women of KIUMC… 

Come Join the Hannah Circle! 
 

The Hannah Circle is looking for new members we hope it will be you! Our next 

meeting is on Wednesday, November 16, at 6:30 PM at the church in the 

Conference Room. Please Join! 
 

Being a part of the United Missions Women’s Circles is a way to be a working 

part of the Body of Christ here at KIUMC. The Hannah Circle mission is to minister 

to Children’s needs - locally, nationally, and internationally. We have two 

fundraisers to support our missions: an annual Shred-It day, and we make and 

sell those beautiful, delicious chocolate covered Easter Eggs. We also take part 

in other church activities, such as the Women’s Tea that will be held in 

December, baking treats for the Fall Festival and the Carnival, and preparing a 

meal for the Wednesday night Connections dinner. 
 

Again, please come and join our November 16th meeting – we will be making 

favors for the December Women’s Tea. Any woman who comes to our church is 

WELCOME!! Hope to see you there. 

 

 

Our middle and high school 

students have been having tons of 

fun! If you or your student would 

like to get involved, contact Angie 

Monzeglio, Director of Youth 

Ministries, at, Angie@kiumc.org. 

 

Look at how much fun our youth had carving pumpkins during a Wednesday 

meeting: 

 

GROW DEEP Focus Area 
We “grow deep” when we study God’s word and we encounter one another. 

ROOTS Sunday Mornings – 11 AM 

bible studies. 
 

Wednesday Youth Group – 7 PM 

Games, bible lesson, snacks 

about:blank
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For more 

information 

about Roots 

Youth group and 

to learn about 

upcoming 

activities and 

retreats, check 

out the Events 

Calendar at 

http://www.rootskiumc.org/events-calendar.html or visit 

their Facebook page, here: https://www.facebook.com/rootsKIUMC 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child In Full Swing 
 

We got into the Christmas spirit of giving early this year 

when Bright-FM radio station came to KIUMC on 

October 25 to hand out shoeboxes for Operation 

Christmas Child 

(OCC). 

Everyone who 

came to pick up 

a box and listen 

to music also got 

a free cup of coffee from Joyride Java. 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, November 5, we hosted our annual OCC 

Shoebox Packing Party. Thank you to everyone who came 

out to help full the boxes. 

Through this program, KIUMC 

will be sending more than 250 

shoeboxes to children around 

the world this year! 

 

 

GROW OUT Focus Area 
We “grow out” when we serve in our church and we love those outside our church. 

http://www.rootskiumc.org/events-calendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/rootsKIUMC
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Meanwhile for Thanksgiving… 

KIUMC Helps Feed Local Families for Thanksgiving 
Now in its 17th year, the community “Feed A Family” program is 

in full swing as people claimed their “turkey tags” and began to assemble meals 

for families from Kent Island to Centreville. 

 

If you are blessing a local family with a Thanksgiving meal, donations should be 

dropped off at the Kent Narrows Outlets: Piney Narrows Rd., Room #1 on the 

following days: Wednesday, November 17 or Thursday, November 18, 9:30 am-

12 pm or 3:00pm to 8:00pm. KIUMC proudly supports this program along with 

several other churches in Queen Anne’s County. We thank Margaret 

Lauterbach for faithfully heading this up each year here at KIUMC. 

 

Family Fall Festival Blesses Many Community Members! 
 

We had SO MUCH FUN at this year’s Family 

fall Festival, held Saturday, October 29. The 

Children’s Clothing Giveaway, Chili Cook-Off 

and Trunk-or-Treat were huge successes! 

 

The Clothing Giveaway was sponsored by 

New Beginnings Ministry and blessed many 

local families with gently used clothing, 

shoes, blankets, etc. 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped! 

 

 

 

 

 

Some great chilis 

were entered into 

our friendly 

competition. 

Eventually, the 

judges selected Joy 

Sponaugle’s pot of 

for first place in the 

Chili Cook-Off! 
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The Trunk-or-Treat was lots of fun – thank you Roots Youth Group and Ms. Angie 

for all you and your students do to make this event a huge success! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We thank members of the 

Maryland Transportation 

Authority for coming to our 

Fall Festival. 
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New Ministry: Prayers For Our Schools 
Pastor Darlene has assembled a team people to pray for the local schools, staff and 

students in Queen Anne’s County. If you’re like to join us in praying every day for a 

particular school, please either contact Pastor Darlene Dixon via email, 

darlene@kiumc.org, or simply place a note on the Sunday offering plate with your 

name and “school prayer” on it. 

 

Backpacks for Local Children 
We are pleased to announce that Joan Hozik and Susan Rauch have agreed to take 

over the responsibilities of filling backpacks for children at Grasonville Elementary School 

during the school year. We are grateful to Joan and Susan. Thank you!! 

 

Caring Lay Ministry Seeks Visitation Team Members 
Our Caring Lay Ministry is seeking a few more people for their Visitation Team, which 

goes out to see people who are unable to leave their homes. If you are interested, 

please contact Pastor Darlene Dixon for details: darlene@kiumc.org. 

 

 

Support Groups at KIUMC 
 

GriefShare Surviving The Holidays Seminars 
All grieving adults who are looking for support and hope during the holidays are invited 

to attend one of our GriefShare seminars: November 15: 6-8pm, and November 17: 

10am to Noon and 6-8pm. 

 

You do not have to be attending GriefShare to sign up for a seminar. All will receive a 

Surviving the Holidays Guidebook. Please register by calling 410-490-3484, 410-925-7227, 

or griefshare@kiumc.org. 

 

Regular weekly GriefShare meetings are on the following days: 

• Tuesdays: Bereaved Parents, 6pm 

• Thursdays: Bereaved Spouses, 10am 

• Thursdays: All Bereaved Adults, 6pm 

 

Our classes run through December 15 and you can jump in anytime. As with the 

seminar, we ask that you call first to register. 

 

Celebrate Recovery – EVERY WEDNESDAY, 7:00 PM 
CR is for anyone who has a hurt, habit or hang-up…so pretty much everyone! Please 

join us – all are welcome.  Email celebraterecovery@kiumc.org for more info. 

mailto:darlene@kiumc.org
mailto:darlene@kiumc.org
mailto:griefshare@kiumc.org
mailto:celebraterecovery@kiumc.org
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Visitor Information 
 

New To KIUMC? Come for Coffee, Snacks Between Services 

If you are new to our church or just visiting, stop by our Hospitality Room #107-

108 between services for coffee and light refreshments. Look for our church 

members with a lanyard that says, “Connector.” They can answer any questions 

you may have and may also lead you in prayer. 

 

Email Updates Delivered To Your In-Box! 

If you would like to receive our electronic updates, information about Sunday 

Services, etc., from the church office, please email, diana@kiumc.org. You will 

be added to our Constant Contact email distribution list. 

 

Did You Know? 

All our church activities, events and programs are broken down into three focus 

areas: Grow Up, Grow Deep and Grow Out. These focus areas align with the 

church’s vision and mission strategy. Read more at www.kiumc.org, under the 

Welcome tab. 

 

KIUMC Text Messages 

Do you receive our texts about service updates, weather cancellations or class 

changes? Please text “JOIN” to (443) 323-0655 and follow the steps to be added 

to our texting program. (Message and data rates may apply.) 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars… 

Wednesday CONNECTIONS Event Schedule Changes 
Wednesday, November 16: The Connections Dinner is only for Celebrate 

Recovery attendees and their families. Nursery, Kids Club, Roots Youth group and 

bible/class studies will still meet. 

 

Wednesday, November 23: (no Connections dinner, Kids Club, Roots Youth group 

or bible/class studies) 

 

Wednesday, November 30: Connections Dinner and all other activities and 

events resume! 

 

about:blank
http://www.kiumc.org/
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Our Vision 

 
Growing in Christ, transforming families, changing the world 

 

Our Mission Strategy 

 
Grow up, Grow deep. Grow out, as the body of Jesus Christ 

 

We grow up through worship and prayer. 

We grow deep through discipleship and fellowship. 

We grow out through ministry and evangelism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2739 Cox Neck Road, Chester, MD 21619 

410.643-5361 | www.kiumc.org 

Find us on Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/kentislandumc 

Follow us on Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/kentislandumc/ 

http://www.kiumc.org/
about:blank
https://www.instagram.com/kentislandumc/

