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Christmas Services and Special Events
December 3, 2017
December 10, 2017
December 17, 2017

Children’s Choir (11:00 service)
Sermon: What Child is This? Part 1
The Handbell Choir (8:00 & 11:00 services)
Sermon: What Child is This? Part 2
“What Sweeter Music” Christmas Cantata (8:00 am and 11:00 am services)
Sermon: What Child is This? Part 3 (9:30 am service only)

Christmas Eve:
One service in the morning with Holy Communion
 10:00 am
Family service; no Sunday School classes or nursery provided.
Sermon: Texting by the Manger
Four services in the evening:
 5:00 pm
Children Present the Christmas Pageant; Mary Miller playing
 7:00 pm
Lessons and Carols with Aaron Francesconi, Tenor
 9:00 pm
Contemporary Worship with music by Revived
Sermon: No Room In the Inn
 11:00 pm
Traditional Worship with the Choir
Sermon: No Room In the Inn
(All services end by candlelight singing Silent Night. Nursery will be open for the 7:00 and 9:00 services.
Holy Communion will be served during the 9:00 & 11:00 services.)
This year we are giving our Christmas offering to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief) to
support disaster relief in Puerto Rico. Please pray about supporting our Christmas offering with a
meaningful gift! You can give by using the Christmas envelopes, through our website, or using the kiosk
in the church vestibule.
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The First 100 days of Pastor Mark’s Transition
On June 14, 2017, the KIUMC Transition Team was formed. The goal of the Transition Team was to act as a focus
group for Pastor Mark to share ideas, review new plans, and collectively implement change when/where
necessary. The team supported and provided insight where applicable. The first 100 days of a Pastor’s
appointment to a new congregation is crucial. This period can set the tone for a seamless transition. A key
component of the transition is making relationships. One way to make relationships is to conduct home
gatherings with Church members and community members alike. Our Transition Team held three home
gatherings.
As of October 2017, the third, and final home gathering was held. I will be conducting one more transition
meeting at the Church in December. (Look on page 3 of the December newsletter for more details!) I wanted to
share what the Transition Team recorded at the home gatherings:
Listening to what you had to say:
•
Developing relationships with one another; bring back “Dinners for 8”
•
Reaching out to members who are no longer attending
•
More attention on social media
•
Listening to each other’s stories
•
Worship, Introducing The Presence Based Church Model
Our present reality:
•
Need more communication with one another
•
Finances: $35K behind in our budget. Increase giving.
•
How to welcome visitors
Programs that were most important to those who attended the home gatherings:
•
Children’s Ministries
•
Young Adults
•
Home Groups/Dinners for 8
I am so appreciative for the Transition Team. They made it possible for me to start making relationships. Much
time was spent in conversation, listening, and praying. Thank you to the home gathering hosts. The food was
excellent (as usual) and the hospitality was both warm and accepting. As we begin a new year, and the second
half of my transition, I pray we yield to the leading of the Holy Spirit. May God continue to richly bless us all.

Pastor Mark
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Thank you so much for taking time to reach out to us
during Pastor Appreciation Month. Your gifts, cards,
desserts and prayers warmed our hearts. Our cups
are running over with joy.
We feel so blessed and honored to share ministry
with you all. We are looking forward to a bright and
prosperous future at Kent Island Methodist Church.
Again, thank you so much for your expressions of
appreciation. May God richly bless you and keep you.
Pastor Mark, Pastor Amor,
and Pastor Bob

You Are Invited…
Lunch with Pastor Mark
(A Transitions Gathering Event)
Join us on Wednesday, December 6th from 12:00-1:00pm in
the Seminar Room as we enjoy lunch with our Senior Pastor!
Bring a bagged lunch and spend time with Pastor Mark in
conversation as we continue to share ideas, review new plans,
and pray for the future.
All are welcome!
Kindly RSVP to revmwf77@gmail.com by December 4th.

All are invited to the
Christmas Open House
At the Farnells’ Parsonage
Sunday, December 10th
2:00-5:00 pm.
Hors d’oeuvres will be
served. Please come for a
time of Yuletide fellowship!
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Liturgical Dance Team
Calling all dancers young and old! You don’t need to have any
training or experience, just love to move with music. The first
song that I would like to do is Chris Tomlin’s “The Table” and
perform it at a communion service. If you are interested at all,
or have any questions, please call or email me. God bless!
Kat Knisley
240-375-0280
Theknisleys@yahoo.com

Children’s Sunday School
Our Children’s Sunday School Choir is off to a great start!
Under the patient tutelage of Mike and Nanlee Taylor,
Nancy Blake, Carol Ronning, and Mary Miller, our Sunday
School students (from second grade through fifth grade)
have been diligently practicing every week, and will bring
their talents to the congregation of KIUMC on December
3rd when they perform “Away In a Manger” at the 11:00
service with the Adult Choir!

On December 17th at 11:00 am, the Children’s Sunday School program
will be celebrating Jesus’ birthday! We need your help to make this a
fun and meaningful event for our children. We are requesting the
following items:
-

8-10 white or yellow cakes with white frosting (size 9x13”; no decoration)
100 plastic forks; 100 red/green napkins; 100 small holiday dessert plates
100 juice boxes OR juice and cups OR small water bottles
Birthday décor in Christmas colors; Helium filled balloons (birthday themed)

If you can make a donation or help volunteer to set up, serve, or clean up, please contact Julie Bazzell at
Bazzell@atlanticbb.net.
Reminder: December 10th is Bring-a-Friend to Sunday School Day for grades Pre-K through 5!
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Following Jesus 3rd Annual Reunion Dinner/Gathering
Attention all Following Jesus classes! Please join us for a very
special evening. We are gathering in Fellowship Hall for dinner
and storytelling on Saturday, January 27th from 5:00 - 7:30pm.
We will provide a buffet-style meal, and ask everyone to bring a
side dish or dessert.
This is an evening for all of us to get together and fellowship in
love and laughter. This 3rd annual dinner/reunion is long
overdue. What a wonderful opportunity for all of us to see where
GOD has started us from, and where we have progressed seeking
His will for our lives.
I would also like to invite anyone who is seriously considering taking the class starting in February 2018. It
would be our prayer, that we would show what Following Jesus is really all about...
--Ron Weisman

Get Yourself Connected…
Calling all chefs and want-to-be chefs! We have wrapped up Connections
for 2017
with
the to
last
meal
on November
15. We have beenno
so later
blessed
Please
RSVP
Ron
Weisman
@ rontps@atlanticbb.net
than January 20th, 2018...
to have Susan Phillips and Mia Cranford heading up Connections dinners
for many years. It is time for them to move on to other ministries of
interest and say good bye to this ministry that they have done more
than an excellent job in organizing. During their time coordinating this
ministry those who attend Connections dinners could trust that each meal
would be delicious, creative, and filling.
I have the pleasure of taking over coordinating the Connections meals
beginning 2018. I would like to give everyone who is interested to
have the opportunity to prepare one meal or commit to preparing meals
on a regular basis as some have done in the past. So, for those want to be
chefs, let’s talk about receiving cooking ideas or even help with prepping a
meal. I am here to help.
I am so excited to be a part of this important ministry of our church, where we have
the chance to fellowship with each other over good food. Let’s continue to make
this a success.
--Elaine Cira

Are you ready to spread some Christmas cheer? Join us for Christmas caroling in the
Bay City neighborhood on Tuesday, December 12th. We will meet at 6:30 at the
pavilion, and end the night with cookies and hot cocoa! Please call Deb Zussman for
details at 301-404-2288.
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K.I.S.S.
Our October K.I.S.S. event was an Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Party. We are
proud to report that our church ultimately donated 343 shoeboxes full of goodies destined
to be handed out to children worldwide, spreading the love of Jesus far and wide!

On November 17th, K.I.S.S. sponsored The Case For Christ movie night. We are looking forward to co-sponsoring
the Women’s Ministry Christmas Party with United Missions Women on December 4th.
Want to get involved? Contact Dana Cresanto at dana@spanningtheglobe.com.
K.I.S.S. is a Women’s Ministry for all Ladies from ages 18 to 118.
You will enjoy Prayer, Worship and Friends sharing the love of Jesus Christ.

We KEEP IT SIMPLE, SISTER!

VBS Flashback!
REMEMBER LAST SUMMER??? Wasn’t
Vacation Bible School a LOT of fun????
Believe it or not, we are already planning for
next summer – so CALLING ALL CHILDREN
AND VOLUNTEERS: KIUMC’S VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL WILL RUN FROM JULY 9-13,
2018. WE ARE SO EXCITED TO SHARE A
PREVIEW OF THIS YEAR’S THEME IN THE
COMING MONTHS. TAKE A VACATION AT
KIUMC’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
--Sharon Richter

KIUMC NEWSLETTER

7

December 2017

Boy Scout Annual Christmas Tree Sales
Selling Frasier Firs, Douglas Firs,
Wreaths and Garlands
(Located behind Love Point Deli in
Stevensville)
Hours:
Mon-Fri 5:30-8:30
Sat 10-8:30pm Sun 10-6pm
Thank you for supporting our troop!

Dinners For Eight
We live, work, shop, and do many other things throughout our week…
passing hundreds of people that are like us… mostly focused on the task at hand. Sometimes even in our
churches… we can attend a certain service, sit in a particular location and never really get to know “our church
family.”
In scripture we are instructed to gather together, break bread together, encourage one another and be together
in community ( Acts 20:7, Hebrews 10:24-25, and Matthew 18:20). The “Dinners for Eight” concept is a fun and
meaningful way to connect with other people that attend our church. If you would like to meet new people in
our church in a small group setting with a casual, relaxed atmosphere, you are invited to join!
New D48 Groups will be forming in February 2018. Groups of eight people meet once a month for 4 months,
two times a year. The groups will start in February and again in September. However, you may register at any
time and we will do our best to fit you into an existing group.
The D48 Groups meet once a month for dinner and conversation. Each group will determine the where and
when… homes, restaurants, at a park or beach, etc. Your choice as to cook, order in, eat out or have a potluck.
The idea is to get to know new people and possibly reconnect with some old friendships from KIUMC.
In January we will have a registration table set up in Fellowship Hall. If you will have many questions, please
contact Debbie Fogle and Annette Potts at D48@kiumc.org.
So come and join as we gather together, break bread, and enjoy meeting some new people in our
KIUMC Family!
--Annette Potts
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Trunk-or-Treat 2017 was a hit!
Many thanks to everyone who
put so much time, effort, and
creativity into their costumes and
car decorations! Also, we’d like to
thank all of the families who came
out and participated. We had fun,
and we hope you did, too!
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Upcoming Events

Contact Danae at danae@kiumc.org for more
information about any of our upcoming events!

Feeding the Homeless on Christmas Eve
Again this year we are seeking families and
individual volunteers to help feed the homeless in
Baltimore from 3pm to 9pm on Christmas Eve. In
addition, we are asking hunters to donate a portion
of their venison for the chili we will be preparing. If
anyone has a deer they would like to donate, just
field dress it and we will pick it up and do the rest.
Contact Bill Pollard at 410-490-5642 or
bill@wildbluesea.com.
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Are You Growing Out?
By Liz Schilling
Our church vision is Growing in Christ. Transforming Families. Changing the World. Our church’s strategy is
Grow Up, Grow Deep and Grow Out, as the body of Christ.
We grow out in Jesus Christ when we tell the world why we love Him and reach out as God’s arms to serve our
community and our world with a welcoming and loving witness, so that we can be a part of the work of the Holy
Spirit, building a community of peace with justice, meeting the needs of God’s world, and touching the hearts of
the lost.
Grow Out has been very active this year and has reached
out in many ways. Celebrate Recovery is transforming
families every week. The church generously gave to the
Lenten Appeal to allow CR to purchase and equip the
Drug Awareness trailer. We heard powerful testimonies
from CR on November 19th.
Grief Share continues to serve the bereaved, helping
parents, spouses and family members to cope with
the loss of their loved one. More sessions have been added as the number of participants has grown.
The Rebuilding Together team helped repair a home for a family in Grasonville in April. Over 30 people gave
their time and talent.
On July 24 of this year Kent Island suffered
damage from a tornado. The church and community
immediately went into action assisting the victims.
We administered the tornado relief fund, and
dispersed more than $50,000 to victims to help put
their lives back together. The cleanup continues in
our community.
Not long after the tornado our country suffered devastating loss from hurricanes in Florida, Texas and in Puerto
Rico. We continue to collect for flood cleanup buckets. These buckets are given to UMCOR, the United
Methodist Committee on Relief, to be distributed anywhere they are needed. As of this writing 15 buckets
were delivered to UMCOR, but we need to reach a goal of 75. We will continue to collect items throughout the
year. Please check the website to see how you can help.
The homeless shelter opened earlier this year, and was open for displaced victims of the tornado. We continue
to partner with Haven’s Ministries to provide a safe place for the less fortunate in our community. There is an
ongoing need for volunteers to staff the shelter. Please consider helping. [Note: Please contact Sherry Masucci
at sherry.masucci@yahoo.com for details on how you can volunteer!]
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The carnival and fall festival were huge successes, reaching children in our community. It was rewarding to
hear parents comment on how safe they felt at the church during these events.

Our prison ministry is very active, providing services every Sunday at the detention center in Centreville. Kairos
weekends are being planned for other prisons. Currently we are only serving incarcerated men, but we hope to
plan for “outside” prison ministry to serve the women and children of the incarcerated.
Local and international mission trips allow us to GO as Jesus commands. We have served in Costa Rica, North
Carolina and West Virginia this year. Serving on a mission trip will transform you. Are you ready to help the least
of these?
Caring Lay Ministry is active in serving those in need. Meals
have been prepared during “Instant Pot” nights and are ready
to be delivered to the homebound. A worship service with
communion is done at Corsica Hills nursing home on the first
Sunday of every month. All are welcome to come and share
the love with the residents.
Sewing Seeds of Love project yielded over 100 pillowcases for
our deployed soldiers and for the homeless shelter. A new
project is starting in January to sew reusable/washable sanitary
pads for young women in Africa. These young women are not allowed to attend school during their monthly
cycles due to lack of sanitary protection. It is estimated that they miss 25% of the school year. See Liz Schilling if
interested in helping.
Looking back, we have much to be thankful for and have helped many. I’m sure I have not listed all the
activities of Grow Out in the past year. But news reports of escalating evil in our world seem to be heard on a
daily basis. According to a book called Dirty Faith by David Z. Nowell, 1.1 billion children in our world live in
poverty. Twenty-one thousand children die every day from preventable causes. It is a book very well worth
the time to read. We live in the most affluent country in the world. We consider ourselves blessed. Does God
love us more than these children? Of course not. Brothers and sisters in Christ, we must reach the lost. We
must hear the cry of the needy. We must love our neighbors. Jesus’ command to serve was not a suggestion,
nor is it optional. As followers of Christ we are all called to action. We are to be the hands and feet and heart
of Christ in this desperate world. If each and every one of us served in some way, imagine the impact we could
have in the church, the community and the world. We could truly live out our vision statement. Where can you
Grow Out?
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Our office will be closed on Monday, December 25th and Tuesday, December 26th.

Coming Up in December…
Dec. 3rd
Dec. 4th
Dec. 6th
Dec. 7th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 10th
Dec. 11th
Dec. 12th
Dec. 15th
Dec. 17th
Dec. 19th
Dec. 23rd
Dec. 24th

Children’s Choir Performs 11am
Christmas Caroling at Corsica Hills 1:30 pm
Women’s Ministry Christmas Party 5:30 pm
Transitions Lunch with Pastor Mark 12 pm
Healing Ministry Leadership Mtg. 6:30 pm
Trustees Meeting: “Church Watch” 6 pm
Emmaus Monthly Gathering 6 pm
Hand Bell Choir Performs 8 & 11 am
Bring a Friend to Sunday School (Pre-K-grade 5) 11 am
Open House at the Farnells’ Parsonage 2-5 pm
SAFE Team Meeting 2:30 pm
Christmas Caroling in Bay City 5 pm
ROOTS: Christmas Party 7 pm
Christmas Cantata 8 & 11 am
Jesus’ Birthday Party 11am
Haven Ministries Meeting 6 pm
ROOTS: Middle School Service Project 8 am
ROOTS: High School Service Project 8 am
Linda’s Legacy: Feeding the Homeless 3 pm

Dec. 25th Merry Christmas!

