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Fall Programs Return To KIUMC 
 

We are excited to welcome everyone back to fellowship, meeting new friends 

worshiping in-person and spreading the gospel among our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. Fall is an exciting time in the life of our church, with the start of 

Connections Dinner, Children’s Sunday School, and many other activities. 

One of our church’s largest community outreach events - Family Fall Festival – is 

happening Saturday, October 30 from 11:00AM to 3:00PM. This is always a fun 

afternoon for the whole family. Read more about the Family 

Fall Festival on page 22. 

We also are excited to begin a new sermon series based on 
Real Life Discipleship, an approach that teaches and equips 
us with tools and strategies to be able help others become 
believers. 
 
The series will be accompanied by weekly small groups that 
will follow along with the sermon series. See a list of leaders 
and meeting times on page 12. 
 
 
 
 
 

Informational Meeting 
Monday, September 27, 7:00PM, Sanctuary 

Join Pastor Mark as he discusses the upcoming General Conference and changes that 
have taken place in our Conference and District. 
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Newly Hired, Returned to Our Church Staff 
 
We are pleased to have added a few new people to our church staff, some of whom 
are no strangers to KIUMC. Let’s give a warm welcome to keep these folks in our 
prayers: 

John joins our church 
staff to take on the 
responsibilities of the 
Treasurer position as 
our accountant. He 
comes to us from 
Cvach Financial 
Services in 
Centreville. 
WELCOME JOHN! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are so excited to have 
Julie as part of our staff 
family. However, she is not 
new; she has served as a 
Nursery volunteer for a few 
years and also was a 
teacher for Children's 
Sunday School in the 2's 
and 3's classroom. She also 
was a VBS volunteer. Julie 
has a heart and a passion 
for the little ones. As the 
Nursery Coordinator, she 

will oversee the church Nursery for ages infant up to age 4 on Sundays, Wednesday 
evenings during our Connections season, the Sunday evening Healing Services, and 
other events as requested. Julie welcomes anyone who would like to volunteer for this 
ministry. Please contact Julie at 410-829-3228.  
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GROW UP 
We grow up in Jesus Christ when we continually seek God’s direction, are empowered by the Holy Spirit and 

undergirded by prayer, so that our worship is dynamic, energizing people and glorifying God. 

 
 

August 29 Tent Services 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More than 350 people attended our Sunday tent services, part of the “Prayers That 
Birth Revival” sermon series. The weather cooperated and we were blessed to see 
many new faces from our community. Praise the Lord! 
 
Here are some pictures from the Back-To-Church Sunday Service: 
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Weekly Prayers For Pastors, Church 
 
We are continuing weekly time to pray for our church, our pastors and our 

community. These meetings dovetail with the Season Of Salvation sermon 

series. Come after work on Monday or Tuesday morning.  
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First Responders Sunday Service 
 
Under the big tent, we thanked the Lord for the men and women that serve our 
community. There was music, prayer and inspirational messages for the first responder 
community. All first responders were given a special gift. 
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Services for Healing & Hope 
 
Sunday evening Healing Services also have returned on Sundays. All are invited for a 
time to worship the Lord in song, hear a message of His healing grace, and share in 
Holy Communion. Please join us every fourth Sunday, in the Sanctuary, starting at 
7pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hospitality Ministry Reaches Many Between Services 
 
Have you stopped by the Fellowship Hall between Sunday services for a cup of coffee, 
a small snack, and the chance to fellowship with your brothers and sisters in Christ? 
What a treat it is to have this ministry back for us to enjoy! 
 

If you would like to 
offer donations, we 
gladly accept pre-
wrapped or store-
bought items. Thank 
you. 
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Welcome To Our New Church Family Members 
 

On July 11, 2021, seven people joined our church. Pastor Darlene, along with our 
assistants – Bridgette Lundfelt, Janet Sommer, and Ruth Wilson - held New Members 
Classes for several weeks Please lift our new brothers and sisters up in prayer! 
 

• Ron & Ronnie Wilson 

• Barbara Price 

• Duane Limbacher 

• Michael & Jennifer Rommel 

• Tina Trice 
 

Congratulations To Our Newly Baptized 
 

On June 6, 2021, we welcomed: 
 

 

• Hayden Martz 

• Brae Weithman 
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On July 11, 2021, during the 9:30AM service 

we baptized: 

• Charlotte Bortner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then on July 25: 

• Nathan Donaldson 

This little guy was so cute, but he was 

not interested in getting baptized. I 

guess that's why most people are infants 

when they are baptized. 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 22, we witnessed 

the baptisms of: 

• Wyatt Hozik 

• Declan Knight 

• Wyatt Gruin 

• Miles Bailey 
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GROW DEEP 
We grow deep in Jesus Christ when we practice “holy habits” we learn from the word of God, ask for the grace to discern 

and develop our gifts, and invite the Holy Spirit to transform our weaknesses into strengths, so that we equip our 
members to mature in an intimate walk with Jesus Christ within an accountable community of love and peace. 

 
 

Fall Programs Begin at KIUMC! 
 

We are pleased to see the return of so many our cherished Fall programs, including 
the Connections Dinner Ministry, a church-wide Bible Study based on Real-Life 
Discipleship, Women’s Ministries, Children’s Sunday School and many more! 

 
 

More Than a Meal - A 
Ministry 

 
By Barb and Mike Pivec 

 

For well over a decade Connections 
Dinner Ministry (CDM) has been a 
part of the Grow Deep Mission of our 
church. 
 

On most Wednesday nights at 6:00pm sharp in Fellowship Hall, the tables are set, the 
people of God gather, the blessing is offered, and great food is cooked and served. By 
7 - 7:30pm, cleanup is underway, and everyone disperses to various groups including 
Small Groups, Celebrate Recovery, ROOTs Youth Group, Kids Club and the Nursery. 
 

But is that it? Isn’t that enough? All ministries are an act of expressing and spreading 
our faith, each is a small prototype of the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19 says, 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We are a part of the Great Commission 
every day and God's Word offers specific directions on how we can be engaged. 
 
Let’s look at just one way from the Acts of the Apostles as an example. Acts 2:42 says: 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer.'' Another translation says, “They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.” 
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So, this "just a meal" becomes a “completed” direction from God, an opportunity 
for relationships with not just the people we know at KIUMC, but the people we haven't 
met yet. The people we don’t see because they attend a different service or are 
involved in different small groups within our Church body. This meal becomes an 
opportunity to invite our neighbors out for dinner, an opportunity to feed those with 
less than us as we serve the Haven Ministries guests. This meal gives also us an 
opportunity and a platform to share our “God Gifts” with each other gifts like; 
Administration, Apostleship, Compassion, Evangelism, Exhortation, Faith, Giving, 
Helping, Servanthood, Shepherding, Teaching are just some of the Gifts we see 
modeled each week at CDM.   
 

In 2019 there was a question whether Connections Dinner Ministry would continue, but 
God was clear and where participation was waning God created a spark and people 
became engaged, stepping up, stepping out of their comfort zone, giving of their time 
and each week was planned and set out.  When Covid shut everything down, we had 
committed teams or people and families, or small groups like the Men's Breakfast, 
Celebrate Recovery, the Front Porch Ladies to cook every week until the summer 
break. People were excited to come because the food and the fellowship was and is so 
special. We know that God’s desire is for us to break bread together, to be in 
relationship with each other; we know that God will provide dinners for each week and 
just like the 2019-2020 CDM season, there will be hundreds! Yes, hundreds of dinners 
will be served. 
 

So come join us. There is plenty of room for everyone, and it is not a huge commitment 
but lots of small, important God-inspired, “perfect plan participation commitments.” 
What may seem less important could be - usually is - an opportunity to grow, stretch 
and strengthen our walk with God. 
 

If you’ve never done anything like that before or you don’t cook or have enough time, 
Gods got your back. He knows you and CDM wants you, so reach out. There is a place 
and a plan, that supports you, and your gifts. To find out more about Connection 
Dinner Ministry, call or text Barb & Mike Pivec at 443-994-7505 or bpivec@gmail.com  
  

mailto:bpivec@gmail.com
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New Bible Study Begins This Month 

Announcing a 12-week small-group bible study based on the Real 
Life Discipleship Series that teaches participants how to disciple and how to make 

more disciples, ultimately bringing us closer to God's 
plan for our church and community. 
 

To sign up, pick a day and email the leader(s), 

below. A book and workbook ($26) will be available 

for purchase. 

 

Leaders & Meeting Times 

Leader: Ruth & Terrell Wilson 

Meeting: Friday nights -  7pm, Home group 

Email: ruthwilson015@gmail.com 

  

Leader: Rick & Elaine Cira 

Meeting: Sunday evenings – 7pm, Home group 

Email: elainecira@gmail.com 

  

Leader: Patrick Murphy 

Meeting: Thursday mornings – 10am @ KIUMC 

Email: pmurphy801@yahoo.com 

  

Leader: Mike & Shannon Turner 

Meeting: Wednesday evenings – 7pm, Home group 

Email: grannishani@gmail.com 

   

Leader: Sue Abramo 

Meeting: Tuesday mornings – 1030am – ZOOM 

Email: abramosj@atlanticbb.net               

  

Leader: Sherry Masucci, Fawn Skinner and Robert Boyles 

Meeting: Monday evenings – 630pm @ KIUMC 

Email: robertboyles1950@gmail.com and sherry.masucci@yahoo.com and 

skinner_fawn@yahoo.com  

mailto:ruthwilson015@gmail.com
mailto:elainecira@gmail.com
mailto:pmurphy801@yahoo.com
mailto:grannishani@gmail.com
mailto:abramosj@atlanticbb.net
mailto:robertboyles1950@gmail.com
mailto:sherry.masucci@yahoo.com
mailto:skinner_fawn@yahoo.com
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Children's Ministries 
 
Children’s Chapel started up again on July 11 and dozens of children ages pre-K 
through 3rd Grade came to hear Bible messages. We ended the program August 22. A 
big SHOUT OUT to all who stepped up and served in this wonderful ministry. 
 

 

 
 

Children's Ministries…(continued on next page) 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Please join us for the annual OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD Packing Party on 
Saturday, November 6th from 10am – 2pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
We will provide the shoeboxes and supplies to fill the boxes. All are welcome! 
 
Please come help us pack shoeboxes for 
children in need all across the world and 
spread the love of Jesus with these children.  
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Children's Ministries…(continued from previous page) 
 
 

The KIUMC Children's Sunday School begins at 9:30AM on September 12, for 
children age 2 through 5th grade. Online registration is available.  Just go to kiumc.org, 
and click on the CHILDREN tab at 
the top, and scroll down to Sunday 
School SignUp. Anyone who has not 
registered their child by September 12 
may register on the first day of classes, 
when you bring your child to class. 
 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Sharon Richter, Children’s 
Ministries Coordinator, at 
sundayschool@kiumc.org, or text, 443-994-5792. 

 

 

Nursery Available for Infants to 4yrs 
 

We are excited to have the Nursery available 

during the 9:30AM Sunday service – and at 

11:00AM beginning September 26. Please 

remember to fill out all necessary paperwork 

prior to dropping off your child. 

 

Stop by and ask Julie, our new Nursery 

Coordinator, how you can sign up to volunteer 

with this ministry! 

  

http://kiumc.org/
about:blank
about:blank
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VBS-2021 A HUGE Success! 

Having done a virtual VBS last year, we were happy for 
the support this program, held on August 16-20, 
received: 62 volunteers helped provide an educational, 
fun, and safe week for 103 students. 
 

Each volunteer contributed to the success of the week, 
and we want to highlight some volunteer leaders who 
took charge of specific events/teams: 

 

• Colleen Thomas who led the snack team; 

• Elaine Cira, Bill Pollard and Pat Mager who taught the daily lesson and 
decorated each day; 

• Linda Deems who presided over the games; 

• Karen Swezy who designed the set; 

• Tim Forrest and Patrick Murphy who built the set; 

• Whitney Hanson who took charge of the crafts, along with designing and creating 
the banner; and 

• Bethany & Paul Kubik who synchronized the entire event. 
 

Many, MANY more volunteers also helped to make this year’s program a great 
success! We look forward to next year’s VBS, which will be held June 27 to July 1, 

2022. We look 
forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Darlene 
kicked off the week 
with a pray for 
everyone. 
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VBS 2021 (continued from previous page) 
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VBS 2021 (continued from previous page) 
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Youth Group Begins “Deep Dive” 
 
Get psyched all incoming 6th – 12th graders for our new, 
upcoming “ROOTS Deep Dive” program, every Sunday 
beginning at 11:00AM. 
 
Every week, we’ll spend one hour on Sunday discussing 
that morning’s sermon, eating snacks, and just hanging 
out. If you have questions, please call the church office at 
410-643-5361. 
 

 

Roots Summer 2021 

 

Community Service Trip to Helping Up Mission 

Roots had a blast serving at Helping Up Mission (HUM) in Baltimore in July! HUM 

offers “Comprehensive faith-based recovery services for men and women fighting 

addiction, poverty, & homelessness in Greater Baltimore.” Our group of students and 

volunteers toured the HUM facility, served a great lunch, and wrote thankyou notes to 

donors. 

 

More pictures from our Baltimore visit. 
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Roots Summer Pool Parties! 

We enjoyed swimming, friends, 

food, fun, & sun!! 

 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 

We continue to have fun together 

every Wednesday night 7 – 8:45pm 

with games like Water Toss and 

Ninja, snacks, a faith-growing 

lesson and prayer time. We love our 

students and volunteers! 

 

 

Local Beach Cleanups with KIBCU 

We served our local community this 

summer by clearing out trash at 

Matapeake Pier and Terrapin Park on a 

couple hot Saturday mornings with Kent 

Island Beach Clean Ups (KIBCU). Roots 

youth worked hard and earned community 

service hours. We have enjoyed partnering 

with KIBCU to 

help steward 

the local land 

and 

waterways! 
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Upcoming Roots News & Events 
 

Do you love technology? Are you in 6th - 12th grade? 

• If you answered yes to both of those questions…great news: we are looking for 

1-2 more committed students who want to join our new Roots Tech Team, led by 

our 11th grade Team Lead, Grace Anne Phillips. Please email info@kiumc.org or 

call the church office for information about how to get involved.  
 

 

Roots “Deep Dive” Starts Sunday, September 19 at 11:00 AM 

This is open to 6th-12th grade students. We will meet weekly 11am-Noon in the 

upstairs youth room(s). See you there! 

 

Fall Bonfire Night! 
Look for an upcoming church announcement to find out about our Fall Roots bonfire 

night! 

 

 

KIUMC Senior Scholarship Award 

In other Roots news, the KIUMC Senior Scholarship was awarded to graduating senior 
Debbie Hudock. Annual scholarships are given to HS seniors who are selected based 
on church involvement, quality of scholarship essay (they must apply for the 
scholarship) and letters of recommendation. Congratulations Debbie! 

  

mailto:info@kiumc.org
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GROW OUT 
We grow out in Jesus Christ when we tell the world why we love Him and reach out as God’s arms to serve our 

community and our world with a welcoming and loving witness, so that we can be a part of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
building a community of peace with justice, meeting the needs of God’s world, and touching the hearts of the lost.  

 

Family Fall Festival 2021 

Elaine Cira, Grow Out Focus Area Ministry Leader 

 

The date is set for this year’s Family Fall Festival – October 30. Second only to the 

Carnival, this is one of our church’s largest community outreach events and will be held 

from 11am-3pm on Saturday, October 30. 

The Fall Festival is a wonderful time for our church to come together and show the 

local community the Love of Christ through games and super fun activities. Everything 

that goes on during our Family Fall Festival is completely free. 

Questions? Please contact Elaine Cira, Grow Out Focus Area Ministry Leader, by 

email, elainecira@gmail.com, or text, 410-570-0582. 

 

Here are some photos from 

previous years! 

 

 

about:blank
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Haven Ministries Shelter 
Coordinator 

We are pleased to welcome Tina Trice as 

our new Haven Ministries shelter 

coordinator, and likewise, she is excited to 

hit the ground running in this position 

because of her heart for the homeless. The 

shelter is in our church and provides a safe 

and warm environment for men, women, and children in need. 

Tina has been a long-time friend of Haven Ministries and has actively worked closely 

with this organization through the years She is keenly aware of how our shelter works. 

When the shelter opens in the Fall, Tina will be looking for adults eager to help in two 

main areas: preparing dinner for the shelter residents and spending time with residents 

in the evenings, Monday through Friday. 

Kent Island United Methodist Church is one of many local churches that serve with 

Haven Ministries to offer shelter on certain weeks in the colder months. Please let Tina 

know of your interest in serving and watch for more information to come. 

 

Supporting The Congo Partnership 

Kent Island UMC has always been generous in their giving to Global Ministries. 

Through our giving to the Congo Partnership, our church becomes the hands and feet 

of Christ. 100% of our contribution goes to their 

projects with no administrative costs. The $1,800 

dollars we are sending to this mission goes towards 

medical facilities, supplies and medical staff, 

feeding/nutrition programs, Christian education, clean 

water, agriculture training, education and trade school, 

and transportation. At the Mpasa Nutrition Center, for 

example, 250-300 children receive a highly nutritious 

porridge each day at a cost of just $.56/meal/child. For $100, you can help feed 179 

children! The Congolese people are so very grateful for our prayers and financial 

support. 
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Blessings to Local Teachers & Staff 

Pastor Darlene, members and volunteers of KIUMC’s 

Growing Out Focus Area blessed school staff and teachers 

at Bayside Elementary, Stevensville Middle and Kent Island 

Elementary with words of encouragement for the coming 

school year and a sweet treat to show how important they 

are to us. 

The treats were delivered to the schools the week of August 

23-27 before the children returned to school. Thank you to 

for everyone who helped and please join us in praying for 

these vital members of our community. 

     Stevensville Middle School   Bayside Elementary School 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kent Island Elementary School 
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GriefShare Sponsoring 

Seminars 

GriefShare at KIUMC will sponsor two 

special seminars during our Fall/Holiday 

Program. Our fall program runs from Sept 14th and 16th to Dec 14th and 16th. We 

offer 3 weekly Support Group meetings. Call or text 410-490-3484 for details.  

The Loss of a Spouse Seminar will be presented twice on Sept 16th. Once at 10am to 

noon and the other time from 6pm to 8pm. Please register for this seminar by calling or 

texting to 410-490-3484. 

Surviving the Holidays Seminar will be presented 3 times the week before 

Thanksgiving. Call or text for details and to register… 410-490-3484.  

Church News 
 

This Precious Gem Turned 
90!! 
 
On July 28, 2021, our sister in Christ, Ms. 
Joan Sellers, celebrated her 90th 
birthday!She was surrounded with her loving 
friends as they took time to share memories 
of how and when they first met Ms. Joan. 
 

We are so blessed by 
Ms. Joan's love for each 
one of us and for the 
way she witnesses her 
love for Jesus to all who 
know her. We are so 
grateful to call her sister 
and friend! 
 
We love you Ms Joanie!!! 
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Volunteer Opportunities…Where Are You Serving? 
Welcoming folks to Sunday services is 

such a joy! Would you like to be part of the 

Greeting Team? 

We are looking for folks to greet at all three 

services on Sunday. What is required? 

Arrive at least 15 minutes before the 

service begins, welcome folks as they 

arrive and hand them a bulletin. 

This is a great opportunity to serve the Lord and the body of Christ and meet new 

people. To volunteer for each service: 8 AM  - contact Dina Baxter, 

dbaxter325@gmail.com; 9:30 AM - contact Brenda Alyea, brendasaia@yahoo.com; 

and 11:00 AM - contact Janet Mann, jamann225@gmail.com. 

 

 

Join the Church Mice Ministry and help 

prepare the Sanctuary for worship on 

Sundays. You can join a team or sign 

up to volunteer when you can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a part of our Sunday camera 

crew and learn how to operate the 

camera that is livestreamed on 

Facebook. There’s a rotating schedule 

and we work around your vacations! 

 

 

  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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   Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendars! 

 
September 
12 – First Day of Children’s Sunday School 
15 – Wednesday Connections, Kids Club 
16 – GriefShare Seminar 
19 – Roots Deep Dive Program 
25 – Parsonage Painting 
26 – Healing Service, 7:00 PM 
27 – Church Informational Meeting, 7:00PM 
 
October - Pastor Appreciation Month 
2 – Parsonage Paining 
3 – 1st & 2nd Grade Children’s Sunday School Bible 
Presentation @9:30AM service 
3 - World Communion Sunday 
17 – Children’s Sunday School Open House 
17 - Laity Sunday 
24 – Healing Service 
30 – KIUMC Family Fall Festival 
 
November 
6 – Operation Christmas Child 
7 – All Saints Sunday/Daylight Saving ends 
15 – GriefShare Seminar 
28 – 1st Sunday of Advent 
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Our Vision 

Growing in Christ, Transforming Families, 

Changing the World 
 

Our Mission Strategy 
Grow Up, Grow Deep, Grow Out 

as the Body of Jesus Christ 
 

We grow up through worship and prayer. 

We grow deep through discipleship and fellowship. 

We grow out through ministry and evangelism. 

 

 

 

 

 

2739 Cox Neck Road, Chester, MD 21619 

Phone: 410.643.5361 

Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

 

 

 


