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Remarks on the April 25th Judicial
Council Decision
The supreme court of United Methodism has ruled on the actions of General Conference 2019. A number of
progressives had been holding out hope that the Traditional Plan would never been enacted due to Judicial Council
action. Those hopes are now gone. Traditionalists will be very relieved and gratified that the legislative
achievements at GC2019 are protected. Surprisingly (to me) the United Methodist Church suddenly has a
workable Gracious Exit as a result of the decisions released today.
Traditional Plan Significantly Upheld
In Decision 1378, the court rejected efforts by a group of progressive and centrist leaders to throw out the
Traditional Plan in total (See Berlin et al opening brief). Nullifying the entire plan was never a likely outcome, but
it was strongly contended for and would have given progressives a basis from which to say that GC2019 passed
nothing that was constitutional and, therefore, was effectively a draw. That did not happen. The Traditional Plan
is not the Traditional Plan anymore. It is the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church.
The Judicial Council rightly employed a concept called “severability”: Actions made by General Conference
should not be nullified unless they are inextricably tied to provisions that are unconstitutional. The court rejected
arguments that the Traditional Plan was a “package deal” rather than a laundry list of individual accountability
measures that can each stand on their own.
As expected, parts of the Traditional Plan were ruled unconstitutional. Tactics of obstruction prevented the
Traditional coalition from passing the corrections they desired to pass at GC2019. Some of the “patches” that were
successfully passed were found wanting in the decision.
But significant portions of the Traditional Plan were upheld:
• A new church-wide definition of self-avowed, practicing homosexual that includes those in a same-sex
marriage. (90032)
• Bishops are prohibited from consecrating self-avowed homosexual bishops even if they are elected.
(90036)*
• There are mandatory sentences for performing same-sex weddings: A one year suspension without pay for
the first offense and loss of credentials for the second offense. (90042)
• District committees on ordained ministry and boards of ordained ministry are forbidden from approving
candidates who do not meet the requirements and bishops are instructed to rule approval of any such
candidates out of order. (90043)
• Limits the complaints that can be dismissed by bishops to those having no basis in law or fact. (90044)
• Every effort shall be made to include those making a complaint against a clergy in the just resolution
process. (90046)
• The prosecution may appeal a trial against a clergy where there was jury nullification or other egregious
errors of church law or administration. (90047)
The above seven measures, taken together, are enough to significantly change the landscape of the human sexuality
debate by closing loopholes. Other portions were left on the cutting room floor. One key piece was never
passed. The heart of the Traditional Plan, Petition 90041, would have given a roadmap for conferences that cannot
live with the 2019 Book of Discipline. This was referred to a committee where it died and there was no opportunity
to bring it back before the body. Here are some other pieces of the Traditional Plan that were passed but will not be
in effect for the 2019 Discipline:
• The Council of Bishops may place one of its own members in retirement. (90033)
• The Council of Bishops may place one of its own members on involuntary leave of absence. (90034)
• A council relations committee allowing the Council of Bishops to police its own members. (90035)
• Board of ordained ministry members must certify willingness to uphold the BOD. A patch offered to make
this constitutional was found wanting. (90037)
• Specified the examination that board of ordained ministry are to make. (90038)
• Assigned a financial implications for conferences not certifying their BOOM members will comply with
the BOD. (90039, 90040)
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We Have a Gracious Exit
The Council of Bishops asked the Judicial Council to rule on a disaffiliation provision for local churches passed by
General Conference in its closing minutes. In Decision 1379 the court upheld the plan as meeting the three basic
requirements: (1) A 2/3 vote of a charge conference and church conference, (2) Approval of terms and conditions
by the conference board of trustees, and (3) Approval by the annual conference.
Although the legislation itself does not include the third element, it was successfully argued this piece is found
elsewhere in the Discipline [¶ 2529.1(b)(3)] which makes the plan constitutional nonetheless. We all left GC2019
assuming the plan was unconstitutional. This creative “save” for the plan was only realized upon later analysis.
The Taylor Disaffiliation Petition as amended creates a process for exit that is immediately in effect. (As opposed
to the other matters passed at GC2019 which are effective on 1/1/2020). We now have a Gracious Exit. The
functionality of the Gracious Exit will depend, however, upon the good will of the annual conference. This will
mean that the functionality of the exit will not be universal.
The Judicial Council seems… thankfully and surprisingly… to have back-tracked on a previous ruling that applied
the provisions of constitutional ¶41 to transfer and exit procedures (RE Decision 1377). I will be watching for
future analysis on this part concerning what it might mean for the future. The prior interpretation made the
movement of a local church from its annual conference very unwieldy. After rejecting Tom Lambrecht’s request to
reconsider their previous ruling, the court seems now to concede that the application of ¶41 are much narrower than
they had earlier decided.
The new Gracious Exit requires payment of apportionments for the past twelve months and an additional twelve
months. The congregation must satisfy their share of the pension liability as calculated by Wespath. With the
approvals needed, congregations may leave with all their assets. This exit path is temporary, expiring December
31, 2023.
The Effects
Prior to these Judicial Council decisions, two outstanding variables had the potential to shift the conversations
leading up to General Conference 2020 in Minneapolis. One was the question of whether the Judicial Council
might throw out the Traditional Plan in its entirety. That question is now resolved. The other factor is a potential
shift in GC2020 makeup created by annual conference delegation elections. That will not be known for a few
months.
Might we now have a third variable? I for one did not expect a workable exit path prior to GC2020. I imagine a
number of churches will get the ball rolling very soon on using this new provision. Will these moves be quick
enough and one-sided enough to change the mood of GC2020? A lop-sided rush of either progressives or
traditionalists might signal an end to our impasse.
The judicial affirmation of the Traditional Plan may also change the flavor of the “UMC Next” Gathering at Church
of the Resurrection next month. Might that group, so far evenly divided between those who want to stay and fight
and those that want to start something new, experience a shift toward exit?
Article by Chris Ritter
www.peopleneedjesus.net
The United Methodist Church, United Methodist Renewal
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June 2, 2019 - 10:00am Tent Service – 1 Corinthians 12:12-20
June 9, 2019 - Pentecost – Acts 2:1-4, 14-21
June 16, 2019 – Pastor Amor’s Last Sermon – 1 John 4:7-12
June 23, 2019 – Conflict in the Church – Acts 6:1-7
June 30, 2019 – New Kind of Church – Acts 2:42-47

HAPPY RETIREMENT SHELIA!
After 30 years, Shelia Cernak, our Treasurer, is retiring at the end of July. Please take
time to thank Shelia for all of her hard work and dedication to this church for so many
years. We wish Shelia and her husband, Steve, much happiness in their
retirement. We will miss Shelia’s organization and attention to details for the finances
at KIUMC. Many Blessings to you, Shelia! Thank you for everything over the past 30
years.

Treasurer Position Opening
We are looking to fill the part-time position of Treasurer at KIUMC. This
position is approximately 20 hours a week and consists of bookkeeping of all
records at KIUMC, payroll, payroll tax forms among other duties which can be
found in the complete job description, if requested through the church
office. Please submit your resume to resume@kiumc.org before June 3,
2019, if interested.
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Music Ministry News
May 5th Handbell Choir Performance
On Sunday, May 5, we were dazzled by our Handbell Choir, led by
Dennis Blair, as they played four selections at 8:00 and 11:00. The
Prelude, based on one of the oldest hymn tunes Holy Manna, was
a perfect beginning to the Communion services. The special music
selection Milele means Forever in Swahili. It was a challenging,
stunning piece full of African rhythms over a haunting melody. I am
amazed that some of the ringers actually played Handbells,
Handchimes and Mallets all in this one piece! Offering music was,
appropriately, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing. The morning
ended with How Can I Keep from Singing? This familiar vocal song
was arranged for Bells in this heartwarming yet intricate
arrangement. We were certainly feeling uplifted as Worship ended!
As Music Coordinator, I am extremely proud of Dennis Blair and our Handbell Choir as they step up to
constantly meet the challenges of increasingly difficult music. We are indeed blessed.
Cindy Bidinotto-Slate

6

Grow Deep Ministry News

Children's Ministry
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL AT KIUMC!!!!
Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus!
July 8-12, 9:00 – Noon.
Registration for this year’s VBS opened on May 26th. All children
who have completed Pre-Kindergarten through completion of
Sixth Grade are eligible to attend. You may register online at
www.kiumc.org, then click on the VBS tab. Each child must be
registered separately. If you prefer a paper registration form,
you may pick one up in the Church office or from the bulletin
board outside the kitchen near the Fellowship Hall.
ADULTS and YOUTH – please don’t forget that we still need volunteers. Please prayerfully consider
helping at VBS this year - parents, grandparents, high school and middle school youth, aunts, uncles… if
you JUST LOVE CHILDREN! You will never regret it. Vacation Bible School is the week of a lifetime for
everyone involved! Please contact Sharon Richter at skss52@yahoo.com or call/text 443-994-5792. You
will receive FAR MORE than you give that week! Who would want to miss it??

SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING
All persons who work with children (newborns - 17 years old) in any capacity must be Safe
Sanctuary Certified under Kent Island Methodist Church. Please contact your ministry
leader who will provide you with all required documents necessary to complete the
certification. Safe Sanctuaries Training Dates are as follows:
Safe Sanctuaries Training Only: Tuesday, June 18th – 7:00PM – Room 218
Sunday, June 23rd - 12:15PM – Room 218 (directly after Sunday School)
VBS Training: Saturday June 22nd - 9:30AM - Fellowship Hall (receive assignments and pick up T-shirts)
Thursday June 27th - 6:30PM - Fellowship Hall (receive assignments and pick up T-shirts)
If you want to do both on the same day, you may attend Safe Sanctuaries training before each of the
VBS trainings Saturday June 22nd - 8:30AM - Room 218
Thursday June 27th - 5:30PM - Seminar Room
Tuesday June 25th - CRAFT NIGHT! Meet in Fellowship Hall at 6:30PM to help prep VBS crafts.
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Recyclables:
Plastic Bottle Caps (clean-all sizes-water bottle, juice, milk, mayonnaise…)
Tin Cans (label removed, clean) - 15 to 20 ounce size
Paper Towel/TP Cardboard Rolls
Cereal/Cracker Type Boxes (please fold flat)
Egg Cartons
Empty Gallon Jugs

Other:
Jute Twine
Pipe Cleaners
Tacky Glue
Small Condiment Cups (for glue)
Craft/Popsicle Sticks
Bright Papers (heavy stock)
One Gallon Ziploc Bags
Battery-Operated Tea Lights

Food Items Needed:
Vanilla Pudding Cups
Vanilla Wafers
Swedish Fish
White Powdered Sugar Mini Donuts
Red Gel Tube Icing
Goldfish - Cheese Flavored, Pretzel Flavored, or Cookie Flavored
Mini Pretzels
Fruit Roll Ups
Little Debbie Swiss Rolls
Long Toothpicks
Large Bags of Already Popped Popcorn
Raisins
Mini Marshmallows
Lemonade Mix
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Children’s Sunday School Recitation
On Sunday, May 18th, the Children's Sunday School recited their yearly memorization goals at the 11am
service. Each class had its own goal. All the children did a wonderful job! The 2 and 3 year old class
recited the "God is Good" grace. The PreK/K class sang the Lord's Prayer. The first grade class recited
the Pledge to the Christian Flag and the Pledge to the Bible. The second and third grade class recited
the 23rd Psalm and sang the 66 books of the Bible. The fourth and fifth graders recited the Ten
Commandments and the Beatitudes. Below are photos of each class.

9

BEGINS ON JUNE 23RD!
All Children in the current Pre-K through
Fifth grades will meet in room 109
from 11am – Noon each week.
No Sunday School August 25 & September 1.
Children ages 2-3 will be in the nursery.
Our First Four Lessons will be about:
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Grow Up Ministry News
Mother’s Day
We had a special treat for Mother’s Day on May 12th! Not only was the sermon and music great, we
also had Sadie Williams join the Praise Band at 9:30 with her mom, and brothers Mark and Brian Rees
served together as crucifer and acolyte at the 11:00 service. The Grow Up Focus Area loves to see our
youth participate in our worship services.

Children’s Chapel
Children’s Chapel is taking a break for the summer. The last Chapel before the
summer break will be June 16th. It will start back up again in September!
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Our Sunday Morning Bible Study classes are offered year-round and are open to all adults. No
registration required, no cost to students. We offer long-term Bible Studies, short-term
discipleship classes, video series, and book studies.
Please feel free to visit a class, join a class, or just drop in from time to time.
Sunday Morning Classes:
Bible 101-Sunday 9:30AM Conference Room
Bible 101 is an in-depth verse by verse study of the Bible. Class Leaders guide the group to read
scripture and participate in discussion. Students are challenged to bring their Biblical knowledge
to the table as we seek a better understanding of God’s Word.
Explore the Bible - Sunday 9:30AM Room 218
In our Explore the Bible class, we use a variety of resources to help us study the Word of God.
Class Leaders guide the group through scripture passages, commentaries, and current literature
to promote group discussion and growth. Students are challenged to grow in their biblical
knowledge to become better disciples of Jesus Christ.
Journey to Wholeness -Sunday 11:00AM Room 200
The goal of this class is to teach people to become disciples of Jesus by learning about His
ministry and our role in that. This is a Spirit-filled class using The Bible, DVD studies, and
personal testimony. Open for anyone to join or visit.
Wednesday Evening Classes:
Experiencing God
If you’ve ever wondered why you’re here, what’s the purpose of your life, or how you can make a
difference in this crazy world, this class will help you discover the answers. This study guides
readers to experience a relationship with God through which they come to know and do His will
by learning to recognize when He is speaking. (12 weeks) Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm. Room 214.
Materials cost $20. June 5th-August 28th
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Not a Fan
Whether Jesus was speaking to large crowds or small groups, He made sure everyone was clear
on what it meant to follow Him. As Christians, we're called to do the same. Jesus is NOT looking
for fans... He's looking for followers. Followers who understand that... There is no forgiveness
without repentance. There is no salvation without surrender. There is no life without death. There
is no believing without following. Not a Fan is a serious small group study that powerfully
communicates this challenging but central message of the Gospel. Wednesdays 6:30pm. Room
210. Material cost $7- June 12th-August 21st
The Daniel Plan
The Daniel Plan teaches simple ways to incorporate healthy choices into a reader's current
lifestyle and helps them understand the kind of foods God created to keep them fit and strong.
The book is categorized around five key concepts for optimal health that promote success: faith,
food, fitness, focus, and friends. These concepts encourage readers to deepen their relationship
with God and offer inspiration as they make positive choices each and every day. Join Kat Knisley
on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. Room 212. Material Cost $10 June 12th-July 24th
Who Do You Think You Are?
BE RESTORED TO THE TRUTH OF YOUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST Each day will help you discover the
truth of who God says you are according to His Scriptures, any mindsets or beliefs that are
keeping you from living the truth, statements of faith to remind you of your redeemed, alive,
righteous, fruitful, pure, and accepted identity in Christ, how your life can be transformed by
believing the truth of who you are, and practical steps you can take to believe and live in your
true identity in Christ. KNOW THE TRUTH, BELIEVE THE TRUTH, LIVE THE TRUTH. Biweekly
Wednesdays 6:30pm in the Library Material cost $15-June 5th-August 28th
Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret of a Man's Soul
God designed men to be dangerous, says John Eldredge. Simply look at the
dreams and desires written in the heart of every boy: To be a hero, to be a
warrior, to live a life of adventure and risk. Sadly, most men abandon those
dreams and desires-aided by a Christianity that feels like nothing more than
pressure to be a 'nice guy.' It is no wonder that many men avoid church, and
those who go are often passive and bored to death. In this provocative book,
Eldredge gives women a look inside the true heart of a man and gives men
permission to be what God designed them to be-dangerous, passionate, alive, and free. Join
Mike Turner and Mark Heylinger on Wednesdays 6:30pm. Room 218. Material Cost $5
June 12th-August 21st
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Grow Out Ministry News
National Day of Prayer Event
What an amazing night God prepared in our church on May 2nd. The rain didn’t hold us back!
Sponsored by 95.1 Shine FM, about 150 people came out to receive prayer. We prayed for our
schools, our community, and offered individual prayer to whomever was in need.

Haven Ministries Says Thank You!
Haven Ministries is hosting a Thank You party for KIUMC
members to thank them for their support. It will be held on
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 from 5PM to 7PM at Hemingway’s
Restaurant. It will be a great evening of appetizers and
fellowship. They are asking that everyone submits their RSVP to
whatsuptix.com. This event is for KIUMC only.
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Updates from Our Healing Ministry
The Healing Service for April was held on Sunday April 28th,
2019. Jackie Cruse opened with prayer and a reading from
Psalms 100, the Passion Translation. Worship was led by Dane &
Kristi Rada and it was amazing! Robert Boyles introduced the
speaker, Darby Slaton. Darby is from Litiz, PA and is a prophetic
speaker and teacher. The following is a summarized version of
his testimony.
When Darby was young, his family attended a fundamental
Baptist church. At age 5, Darby came to Jesus through the story
of Gideon when he talked to God and put the fleece out. At age
7, he was baptized and felt the call to go to the nations, so he
went door to door passing out tracts. Although he was shy, the
love of Jesus compelled him to tell people about Jesus.
As time went on, things were based on performance. He thought
that if he failed, God would be disappointed in him. He started
to pick up the lenses of the church he attended with things such
as girls not wearing pants. When you have those lenses, you begin to look at yourself distorted. Eventually, he
started to lose his passion for Jesus and was caught in a cycle of guilt, condemnation, and shame. In 1999, he gave
up on his faith for about four years and started looking for love in all the wrong places. He looked for love in
drinking, drugs, dating, and he started looking into other religions. Then he started seeing the kindness of God and
some things started to show up… He started going to frat parties. At one party he heard what he thought was a
voice over the loud speakers saying “it’s time to go”. As he started to head for the bar, he heard it a second time,
and then a third time. He heard, “it’s time to go”, so he left. As he was going down the road, the police came with
lights on towards the frat party. God, in His kindness, gave him a warning to get out of there.
By 2003, he lost everything and was back home at his parents’ house. He thought, “God, you’ve been more good
than bad to me” and at that moment, he had no grid for what happened. Everything lifted off of him, including all
depression. Then, God told him to go into the city, so he did and God gave him direction where to walk. He then
saw a vision of a man and when he turned the corner he saw that same man sitting there. God is safe, but not
tame. After Darby received the Holy Spirit, he had a traffic control job holding the stop/go sign and would carry
his little green Gideon Bible and would worship while working. One day he saw a guy pass by. On the third day
when he passed by, God told him, “now is the time to speak to him” but he had no idea what he was going to say.
God said, “When you open your mouth, I will tell you what to say – go by faith.” The guy went into a house, so
Darby knocked on the door, opened his mouth and said “God wants you to know not to give up on your life. Then,
the guy’s sister came to the door and Darby gave her a word and prayed for her. The guy got Darby’s number and
called him that night. He told Darby the first day he saw him walking, he was coming from a friend’s house where
he stole a gun and was ready to kill himself the night Darby knocked on his door. John 10:27 - My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
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What is prophesy? It is what God has to say about you. The angel of the Lord called out Gideon’s true identity. 1
Corinthians 14:1 – Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. Revelation 19:10
And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am a fellow servant, and of
your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
Several people gave testimony about words previously given by Darby that came to pass as well as visions
received that night. It was a very supernatural and encouraging service. When you allow the Holy Spirit to move,
He will show up every time in amazing ways! After the message, Darby ministered to people as the Holy Spirit led.
He had prophetic words and also prayed for many people. There were also prayer teams in the rear chapel area
who prayed for anyone who wanted prayer. Darby encouraged anyone given a word to record it. 1 Timothy 1:18 –
This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by
them you may wage the good warfare.
Please join us every 4th Sunday of the month at 7pm in the sanctuary for the Healing Service. You will be glad you
did!
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…
June 1 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

June 21 KISS Women’s Ministry 7:00pm

June 1 Carnival 6:00pm

June 22 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

June 2 Tent Service 10:00am

June 22 Safe Sanctuary Training 8:30am

June 2 Carnival 1:00pm

June 22 VBS Training 9:30am

June 4 SPRC 6:30pm

June 23 Safe Sanctuary Training 12:15pm

June 8 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

June 23 Healing Service 7:00pm

June 11 Haven Ministries Party 5:00pm

June 24 Youth Bus Trip Victory Jam 8:00am

June 11 Trustees Meeting 6:30pm

June 24 Esther Circle Meeting 10:00am

June 15 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

June 24 Mary Ruth Circle 11:00am

June 18 Haven Ministries 6:00pm

June 25 VBS Craft Night 6:30pm

June 18 SLT Meeting 6:30pm

June 25 Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm

June 18 Safe Sanctuary Training 7:00pm

June 27 Safe Sanctuary Training 5:30pm

June 20 Youth Trip Guppy Gulch 8:00am

June 27 VBS Training 6:30pm

June 21 Youth Fundraiser Dinner 5:00pm

June 29 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

19

Our Vision
Growing in Christ, transforming families,
changing the world.

Our Mission Strategy
Grow up, Grow deep, Grow out, as the
body of Jesus Christ
We grow up through worship and prayer.
We grow deep through discipleship and fellowship.
We grow out through ministry and evangelism.
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