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KIUMC

March
2018
Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday, March 25th
Easter Cantata:
“The Praise and the Promise”
8:00am & 11:00am Services
Holy Thursday, March 29th
7:00pm Service
Good Friday, March 30th
12:00pm Service (Office Closed)
Easter Sunday, April 1st
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
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Please prayerfully consider
giving to our Lenten Appeal.
This year, our goal is $15,000,
and the funds raised will be
used to support the following
ministries:

The Samaritan Women
The Samaritan Women is a “national Christian organization
providing restorative care to survivors, and bringing about
an end to domestic human trafficking through awareness,
prevention, and advocacy.”

We are only just beginning to understand the scope
and impact of human trafficking in our area. The
Samaritan Women began in 2007, and in the past
decade, they have dedicated themselves to
glorifying God by operating transitional and
restorative shelter programs for women recovering
from domestic human trafficking, helping them to rebuild their lives through vocational training,
social reentry, and spiritual reconciliation. The program also seeks to inspire others to combat
human trafficking through “awareness, prevention, service, and advocacy.”

Senior Scholarships
Money donated to the Lenten Appeal is used to fund
scholarships for our graduating seniors who are planning
to pursue higher education.
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Costa Rica Missions:
Child Early Intervention Program
By supporting the Early Childhood Intervention Program in Rio
Cuarto, you will be supporting a day care facility to care for the 280+
children in the area, allowing them to have access to caring
professionals, nourishing food, and a Christian curriculum.

Melanie Murphy Emergency Love Fund
Our “Love Fund” is an enormous part of our outreach here at KIUMC. Every week, folks from Chester,
Stevensville, Grasonville, and Queenstown come in to apply for help with food, utility bills, rent payments, and a
variety of other needs. Assistance is available to individuals and families, church and community members alike.
This is a very real, immediate, and tangible way for us to show the love of Christ to those who have fallen on
hard times or just need a little extra love and help in getting by.

KIUMC Missions
Finally, our Lenten Appeal supports a variety of KIUMC
Mission projects and outreach programs, both locally
and internationally. Again, this is how we can become
the hands and feet of Jesus Christ, not only on Kent
Island but across the world.
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An Update from Pastor Dave and Lori
It is hard to believe that it has been 8 months since Lori and I moved from
Kent Island to begin our new ministry in Sharptown. With two thirds of this
first year complete, we thought it would be a good time to give you an
update and ask for your continued prayers.
When we announced our new pastoral appointment, I shared with you
that we hoped that you would consider us to be your missionaries. Lori
and I feel called to the revitalization of church and community. We have
Been busy building relationships in Sharptown and are seeking to
understand how it has changed since we lived here 30 years ago.
While the pace and focus of ministry have been very different, it has been very fulfilling and we are able to see God
at work. We had a great group study of Following Jesus last fall and ministries to children, men, and women have
been restarted. Lori and I are more convinced than ever that this is where God wants us to be. We thank you for
your prayers and support.
Just after Thanksgiving, our District Superintendent met with both
churches of the charge to let us know of a transition that will soon take
place. Beginning July 1, I will also be serving as pastor of Asbury UMC.
Asbury is the only other church in Sharptown and while Mount Vernon
and Asbury have always had a good relationship, they have never been
part of the same charge with the same pastor. While my vision was that
God would eventually open the doors for me to serve both churches in
town, I never imagined that it would happen so quickly. God is so good!
This is where your continued prayers come in. Mt. Vernon, Mt. Hermon, and
Asbury are currently reading Draw the Circle as our Lenten devotional, just as
we did at Kent Island last year during Lent. We are meeting each week for
prayer and discussion of the book and at our first gathering, twenty people
attended… we had wonderful conversation and prayer. We are hearing
wonderful comments about the readings, just as we did among you. One
person shared that she has never read anything like this.
It is my expectation that our reading of Draw the Circle will prepare our
hearts as we enter into discussions regarding how our churches will live
together beginning July 1. Although there are many organizational and
ministry decisions to be made, I would ask you to purposefully pray for us as we discern how Sunday mornings
will be structured for worship. Currently, both Asbury and Mount Vernon have worship services at 11, and Mt.
Hermon worships at 9:30 on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. Please pray for an openness among all three
churches to schedule our worship services in the way that will best serve both the needs of our congregations as
well as the needs of the community.
Lori and I miss you all and continue to pray that Kent Island
will flourish under Pastor Mark’s leadership. We covet your
prayers as we continue to work to revitalize this small Eastern
Shore community.

Enjoy!
-Pastor Dave & Lori
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Music Notes
On February 18th we were blessed with the gifts
of Gospel singer Charlita Thompson as she
performed accompanied by our choir as well as
the rhythm section of our praise band.

Be sure to mark your calendars for Palm
Sunday, March 25th, when our Choir will be
presenting the Easter cantata, “The Praise
and the Promise,” at our 8:00am and
11:00am services. It is certain to be an
inspirational beginning to Holy Week.

Home Visits
Pastor Mark is extending his offer of making
personal home visits as a continuation of the
transition process. Would you like the opportunity
to share stories and ideas, to discuss the future, and
to pray with our Senior Pastor? If you are interested,
please call the church office at 410-643-5361, or
email Pastor Mark at revmwf77@gmail.com.
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A Message from the Stewardship Committee
My wife Connie and I moved to Kent Island around 4 ½ years ago.
Through prayer God told us to go and see what was going on at KIUMC,
so we did. As a side note, in a few various ways, for a few years God had
been asking me to participate in a prison ministry called Kairos, which
means “God’s Special Time”.
Our first Sunday at KIUMC, two gentlemen made an announcement about
how help was needed to SUPPORT Kairos. Coincidence? NO Way! Connie
and I look at each other and said, WOW, Prison Ministry, wonder how else
God uses his PEOPLE and their RESOURCES here at KIUMC to further his
Kingdom? Well, let’s find out.
Did you know that with your tithe you help purchase bibles that are given to the Queen Anne County Detention
Center residents? You are a part of a ministry that takes God’s love into a service every Sunday morning between
8:00 and 9:00 AM. Some of these gentlemen have come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior as a DIRECT
result of your Love and support through your financial giving.
Children have had their lives touched in a mighty way through Vacation Bible
School, the Spring Carnival, Fall Festival, Sunday school, the nursery, ROOTS,
The Landing, OC conventions, leadership training, and the list goes on and on.
Along with the volunteers, your financial support has assisted in leading
countless young lives to Christ. YOUR contributions help to pay for all the
supplies required to support these successful programs. Praise be to God and a
big thank you to all that have supported this in the past and those preparing
their hearts to help to do so in the future.
Haven Ministries currently helps those in need. What about Celebrate
Recovery? Over 45 folks come weekly to overcome and receive support for their
own recovery from any Hurt, Habit, or Hang up that may be blocking a
relationship with Jesus.
Men’s breakfast, Grief Share, Following Jesus, bringing communion to the
community that cannot leave their place of residence. Men’s and women’s bible
studies. Mission trips locally in Maryland, disaster relief, and trips abroad to
places like Costa Rico: all bringing Jesus’ love in a mighty way, all thanks to your
financial support.
First and foremost it is this committee’s prayer for you to personally experience this Love and Saving GRACE in
your lives. There is nothing more important in our lives than that.
When Connie and I accepted Christ’s gift of salvation it took each of us a little time for it to sink in. We learned
that Jesus did not save us from our sinful nature, in my case from alcoholism, so that we could sit around and
serve ourselves.
God SAVED us so we would want nothing more than to share this GREAT NEWS with everyone, anyway we can.
What an HONOR it is to support the “GREAT COMMISSION” through our financial gifts and our time.
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!
April 28, 2018
Mark your calendars now!
Contact Shelia Cernak at
410-643-5361
or scernak@hotmail.com
for more information.

Adult Discipleship News
Our Lenten Series “The Case for Christ” kicked off on Sunday, February 18th. Although
attendance was lighter than expected, due to icy road conditions, the overall feedback was
positive. To date, we have fifteen groups meeting throughout the week. I am excited to see
what God will do through each of our dedicated leaders and in the lives of our participants.
Special thanks to each of you.
Plans are now being made for our next small group study. If you are interesting in teaching a
class or leading a small group, please contact Brenda Faulkner: 410-739-4547 or
Discipleship@kiumc.org.
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January Healing Service

Remove That Stone
Pastor Mark spoke at the Healing Service on January 28th. His
message came from John 11 and was titled, “Remove That Stone.”
Pastor Mark explained that in this story of Jesus’ friend, Lazarus,
Jesus has power over death. The four points of his message were:
1) Jesus’ love gives purpose to the meaning of death. (He has a
greater agenda when it comes to death.)
2) Jesus’ love clarifies what death is all about. (He who believes in
me will never die.)
3) Jesus’ love gives comfort during times of death. (Jesus hurts when
we hurt.)
4) Jesus’ loves overcomes the power of death. (He told the people
to roll the stone away.)
When Lazarus comes out he is still in the bondage of his death
clothes and Jesus said to the people, “Unbind him and let him go.”
Sometimes, even with our new life in Jesus, we continue to walk in
our grave clothes. Others may have to help us remove them. This
story only makes sense if you are a Christian.

Take a moment to check out the summer camp programs at Camp Pecometh! They offer an impressive variety
of programs for children and youth of all ages. Do you have a budding chef or photographer? Is your child into
horseback riding or sailing? Maybe you have a future worship band leader living under your roof. Pecometh
offers camp programs for all of these interests and so much more, including traditional summer camp
experiences and programs for the whole family!

“It's been said that a week at Pecometh has a greater
impact on a camper than a whole year of Sunday
School. A week of camp is filled with faith, fun and
fellowship for children and youth to grow in their
spiritual journey.”
For more information about all Camp Pecometh has to offer or to download a brochure, visit their website at
www.pecometh.org/sail-into-summer, or call them at 410-556-6900.
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Our next gathering will be Friday, March 16th at 7:00pm in the Seminar Room.

K.I.S.S. and ROOTS will be teaming up to bring you “Mom Prom 2018,”
a ladies’ night out to help us raise money for the ROOTS Costa Rica Youth
Mission Trip. It is a night of music, dancing, food, fellowship, and fun…
all for a great cause!
Who: All Ladies (You don’t have to be a Mom!)
When: Friday, May 18th, 2018, at 7:00pm
Where: KIUMC Fellowship Hall
Cost: $25 (Tickets will be on sale in Fellowship Hall
in late April.)

So dig out that old prom dress, bridesmaid
gown, or your favorite evening wear, and get
ready to have a fabulous time with some terrific people!

K.I.S.S. is a Women’s Ministry for all Ladies.
You will enjoy Prayer, Worship and Friends sharing the love of Jesus Christ.
We KEEP IT SIMPLE, SISTER!
Psalm 34:8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.
If you have any questions, email: dcresanto@atlanticbb.net
9

KIUMC NEWSLETTER

March 2018

10

Did you know that the High School Students at KIUMC will be traveling to Costa Rica this summer? Well, if you
didn’t, we would love for you to be a part of this experience with our young people in some way! Students are
gearing up for an adventure of a lifetime that will have such a huge impact on their lives. We have come up
with a few unique ways to raise money for Missions, and we pray that you would consider participating and
giving to our Students.
How can
youcan
help?!?!
How
YOU

help?

Mark your calendars for May 18th! ROOTS is teaming with KISS Women’s Ministries to put on a “Mom Prom”
(See our ad on the next page!)
Check your bulletins for services (painting, cleaning, lawn care, etc.) available by students willing to work to
earn money for their Mission.
Check out “Pick a Number” on the ROOTS Bulletin board! (It’s located outside of the nursery on the right hand
side headed towards the kitchen.) The idea is for people to select a number and pay whatever the number is to
support the Mission Trip! Please take the white sheet with your number on it, attach the donation, and place it
in the bucket set up in Fellowship Hall.

Have you signed up for D48? If not, what are you waiting for?

The past few Sundays we have been in Fellowship Hall selling t-shirts, and we have them available while
It’ssleeve
a fun,(blue
easy,
andand
relaxed
waysleeve
to build
and
supplies last! The cost is $20 for short
shirts)
$25 for long
(red new
shirts).friendships,
All proceeds go
to
Roots Missions.

reconnect with old ones!

Our 2018 Family Carnival will be here this June and we hope that you can make it out! We will have Pulled Pork
Sandwiches and we might just have something else tasty up our sleeve this year!! Join us May 31-June 3rd (we
will have shirts for sale at our table as well).
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Who remembers what a good time we
had last year at VBS? Who is ready to do
it again this summer?!
It may seem far away, but it’s never too early start
planning for summer vacation!
We are looking for volunteers: parents and
grandparents, aunts and uncles, high schoolers and
middle schoolers, first timers or seasoned VBS
professional… if you love children and want to be a
part of this fun, faith-filled week, then we have a spot
for you!
Please prayerfully consider joining the VBS team…and
take a vacation in Babylon!
Please contact Sharon Richter at skss52@yahoo.com
or 443-994-5792 if you’d like to join in the fun!

Surveillance cameras have been installed in several of the
church’s hallways near entrances, to improve the security of
our building and the safety of those using it. We are
committed to making our church a safe haven for all who
enter.
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Coming Up in March…
Mar. 1st
Mar. 4th
Mar. 6th
Feb. 6th
Feb. 8th
Mar. 9th
Mar. 11th
Mar. 12th
Mar. 13th
Mar. 15th
Mar. 16th
Mar. 17th
Mar. 20th
Mar. 22nd
Mar. 23rd
Mar. 25th
Mar. 26th
Mar. 27th
Mar. 29th
Mar. 30th

Student Leadership 6pm
Healing Ministry Leadership Meeting 6:30pm
Corsica Hills Worship Service 2pm
Office Phone Installation 9am
SPRC 6:30pm
Student Leadership 6pm
Grow Out Focus Area Meeting 6:30pm
Cub Scouts Family Movie Night 6:30pm
Daylight Savings Begins
SAFE Team Meeting 2pm
Trustees Meeting 6:30pm
Student Leadership 6pm
K.I.S.S. 7pm
CPR/First Aid Training 9am
Following Jesus Reunion Dinner 5pm
SLT 6:30pm
Student Leadership 6pm
Cub Scout Arrow of Light Crossover 6:30pm
Palm Sunday/Easter Cantata 8am & 11am
Healing Service 7pm
Esther Circle Meeting 10am
Mary Ruth Circle Meeting 11am
Finance Committee 6:30pm
Holy Thursday Service 7pm
Good Friday Service 12pm (Office closed)
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