
   
 

   
 

 



 

1 
 

 

From the desk of Pastor Mark… 

What Now? 

 

  When I can’t sleep is when I start thinking about life’s big questions. We all 

have those “in the middle of the night” questions that occupy our minds: What 

will tomorrow bring? Are these our last days? Will my health hold up? 

  Another question is about the future of the Church. On September 27, 2021, 

we had an informational Church meeting to address the question about The 

United Methodist Church’s General Conference on human sexuality and the 

restructuring of the local Church. Congregations want to be ready for the 

future as they decide where to align in the restructuring. 

  What about our culture? I had to stop watching the news. I like to be informed 

but every report is more depressing than the other. I watched rising tensions, 

political backstabbing, viruses and rumors of more viruses, economic distress, 

and extraordinary spiritual famine. Our world is not looking good, and I am just 

as concerned as you are. I believe the end time prophecies in the scriptures 

are unfolding right before our eyes. 

  The bigger question is, what is the Church to do during these unprecedented 

times? What now? 

  What now? Do not be disheartened. Psalm 121:1 says, “I lift up my eyes to the 

hills, from where will my help come from?”  When danger is lurking, where can 

we turn for help? The Lord is our help! 

  What now? Remember, we are on a journey. The journey began when we 

received Jesus as Lord and Savior. Along the way, there are dangers lurking all 

around. There are problems all around us that cause us to ask the question: 

“where does my help come from?” (Continued on next page.) 
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Hang On, Help Is Coming! 

   The Lord has the power to take care of us! Our helper is none other than the 

very One who stood on the edge of nothing and made everything. Where 

does my help come from during crises? It comes from the Lord. 

  What now? We must be laser focused at making disciples. The timing is 

perfect for our Church to be involved in Real Life Discipleship. No longer can 

we be silent. We can no longer ignore the warning signs. We must live out our 

convictions. Our country and people need Jesus now more than ever. There 

are not multiple ways to God. There is only one way to know God personally 

and that is through Jesus Christ alone. I believe God is calling us to keep the 

important thing important.  

   Take heart and be glad that we do not have to look to this ever changing, 

unreliable world for help and security. There is a great God who is interested in 

everything that happens in our lives. Our problems are His problems, our 

concerns are His concerns. 

   What now? Make the decision today to trust Him for your salvation and future. 

Give the Lord a chance in your life. When you do, your future is safe because 

He knows the way forward.  

 

Pastor Mark 
Galatians 2:20  

The Staff/Pastor Relations Committee (SPRC) and the congregation thank our three pastors 

for their hard work and dedication to our church. We are blessed by Pastor Mark Farnell, 

Pastor Darlene Dixon and Pastor Bobby Timms and their love and service to the body of 

Christ.  

 

Special Welcome to Pastor Darlene 
SPRC formally welcomed Pastor Darlene to our church family October 3. With COVID-19 

halting many activities we haven’t had a chance to welcome her to our church family. 

 

  

October = Pastor Appreciation Month 
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In This Issue… 

 

 

 

Volunteer With Us! 
Another great way to get to know our church and more people is by 

volunteering for an activity or event. As you read this newsletter, think 

about sharing one of your gifts, whether it’s meal prep, caring for 

children, helping on Sunday or at an event, or even just providing 

donations of food or supplies. 
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Hello! For those of you who are new to our church or existing members who 

want a quick refresher, below are a few things you should know about KIUMC. 

Visit our website, www.kiumc.org, for more details. 

 

All our church activities, events and programs are broken down into three focus 

areas: Grow Up, Grow Deep and Grow Out. These focus areas align with the 

church’s vision and mission strategy. 

 

Our Vision: Growing in Christ, Transforming Families, Changing the World. 

Our Mission Strategy: Grow Up, Grow Deep, Grow Out as the Body of Jesus 

Christ 
 

We grow up through worship and prayer. 

We grow deep through discipleship and fellowship. 

We grow out through ministry and evangelism. 

 

In a nutshell, we strive to facilitate worship, bible-focused small groups, and 

opportunities to help people locally and abroad, so that they may know Jesus. 
 

Become A Member! 
If you’d like to learn more about KIUMC or the United Methodist Church in 

general, visit our website – www.kiumc.org. Also, look for information on our 

next Membership Class in early 2022. 

 

  

about:blank
http://www.kiumc.org/
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November 5&6 

Kick Off the Holiday Season - Give To Deserving Children 
95.1 SHINE-FM will be at KIUMC Friday, November 5 to hand out shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC), a special program that distributes shoeboxes 

filled with all kinds of goodies to needy children. Vagrant Coffee will be serving 

coffee for those who attend. Then on Saturday, November 6 we’re hosting the 

annual shoebox-packing party. Read more about these fun events on page 13. 

 

Now through Nov. 17 

Feed-A-Family for Thanksgiving! 
This is the 17th year that the “Feed a Family” program will serve folks from KI thru 

Centreville. 

 

Here’s how it works: Pick up a “turkey tag” and sign it out. It will tell you how 

many adults and children are in the family you will be blessing with a 

Thanksgiving meal. (Instructions are provided!) 

 

Look on Sundays for a table set up in the back of the chapel to get your tag. All 

donations should be dropped off at the Kent Narrows Outlets: Piney Narrows 

Rd., Room #1 on the following days: Wednesday, November 17 or Thursday, 

November 18, 9:30 am-12 pm or 3:00pm to 8:00pm. 

KIUMC supports this program along with several other churches in Queen 

Anne’s County. 
 

December 12 

Mercy’s Well LIVE at KIUMC 
The Christian music trio, Mercy’s Well, will be performing LIVE in concert at 

KIUMC on Sunday, December 12. Don’t miss this special event! More details will 

follow. 

  

Special Events 
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We grow up in Jesus Christ when we continually seek God’s direction, are empowered by the Holy Spirit and 

undergirded by prayer, so that our worship is dynamic, energizing people and glorifying God. 

 
 

We’re Gearing Up For Christmas! 
With just under two months until we celebrate the birth of Jesus, our pastors and 

laity will be starting a new sermon series called, “REdiscovering Christmas.” 

 

It begins the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, and goes through 

December 24. Look for more about this exciting new sermon series in the next 

newsletter. 

 

 

Come Help Decorate The 

Sanctuary 
On Saturday, November 27, 9:00 am, the 

Grow Up ministry will be decorating the 

sanctuary and putting up the nativity scenes 

outside. We could use a few extra strong 

hands. If interested please email Brenda at 

brendasaia@yahoo.com.  

 

  

GROW UP 

mailto:brendasaia@yahoo.com
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We Are Hiring – Organist/Pianist 

KIUMC is seeking someone who can play the 

organ and piano for two traditional services 

and to accompany the choir. Interested 

individuals should have a desire to actively 

participate in Christ-focused worship services. 

Email questions or resume to Luke Whitehair, 

our Music Director, at luke@kiumc.org. 

 

Open Invite: Join The Choir or Handbell Choir 
This is an open invitation to join the Choir!  The choir meets on Thursday 

evenings at 6:30. We sing a variety of music and are always looking for 

members who love Jesus and want to sing! 

 

The Handbell choir rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 5:30. They perform about 

five times throughout the year. This is an open invitation to join! Email Luke 

Whitehair, luke@kiumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:luke@kiumc.org
mailto:luke@kiumc.org
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We grow deep in Jesus Christ when we practice “holy habits,” we learn from the word of God, ask for the grace to discern 

and develop our gifts, and invite the Holy Spirit to transform our weaknesses into strengths, so that we equip our members to 

mature in an intimate walk with Jesus Christ within an accountable community of love and peace. 

 
 

KIUMC Wednesdays… 

Dinner, Kids/Youth Groups, Nursery & Adult Groups 
 

Mid-week is heating up at church as all our favorite groups come together for 

an evening of homecooked food, fellowship and lots of fun. We come together 

and make connections with one another. 

 

Connections Dinner is for families, friends and neighbors and everyone is 

welcome. It begins promptly at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is 

$4/person or $10/family. 

 

We are always looking for volunteers to help with the meal prep, serving and 

helping with cleanup. Come join us! There is plenty of room for everyone, and it 

is not a huge commitment; just lots of small, important God-inspired, “perfect 

plan participation commitments.” What may seem less important could be - 

usually is - an opportunity to grow, stretch and strengthen our walk with God. 

Call or text Barb & Mike Pivec at 443-994-7505 or bpivec@gmail.com. 
 

Wednesday Evening Schedule: 
 

6pm - Connections Dinner, Fellowship Hall ($4/person, $10/family) 

7-8pm - Kids Club, Room #109. Children in grades K-5th – includes Bible lessons, 

crafts, games, and prayer. 

7-9pm - Nursery. Infants up to 4yrs. of age. 

7-8pm - Roots Youth Group, Rm #211-217. All 6th-12th grade students invited for 

a Bible lesson, games, crafts & prayer. 

7pm - Celebrate Recovery, Sanctuary, etc. CR is for every hurt, habit, or hang-

up. Email celebraterecovery@kiumc.org with questions. 

 

GROW DEEP 
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Children’s Ministries 
 

Sunday School started this Fall on 

September 12. This year is a year of 

changes, including moving the class time 

to 9:30am and having only three classes. 

However, they are amazing classes with lots 

of fun and learning going on! 

 

Next up: The children are beginning to learn Christmas carols for the 5pm 

Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant. To quote our dearly departed church 

Matriarch, Mrs. Phyllis Tryon:  "Who'd Want to Miss It?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month, the first and second grade children received their Bibles on 

October 10.   Here is a photo of the children who had their Bibles along with 

teachers Bonnie Gibson and Jeanne Hurley. 

 

 

Sunday School - 9:30am - Ages 

2-5th grade. Questions? Contact 

Sharon Richter, Children’s 

Ministries Coordinator, at 

sundayschool@kiumc.org, or 

text, 443-994-5792. 

about:blank
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On October 17, the Children’s Sunday School held an Open House for the 

parents. We’ve got photos from each class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2- and 3-year-olds 

with teacher 

Jurnee Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd through 5th graders 

with teacher Linda Deems 

and co-teacher Ed Kaczmarczyk, 

along with visiting parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K through 2nd graders 

with teachers Bonnie Gibson and 

Jeanne Hurley, along with the 

visiting parents 

 

 

 

 



 

11 
 

Wednesday Kids Club 
 

Kids Club meets every Wednesday evening from 7-8. This is a fun time for 

children kindergarten through 5th grade. Each time they learn a Bible story, 

make a craft, perform a play and Pray in a group. Who would want to miss 

this?  

 

And, the whole family can come to the Connections dinner from 6 to 7. 

Discussion groups for adults during the 7-8 hour and nursery is open, too. 

 

Here are just a few recent pictures of our Kids Club participants. 

 

Nursery! 
Nursery care is available Sundays at 9:30 and 11am, every fourth Sunday for the 

7pm Healing Service, and on Wednesdays at 7-9pm. Call/text Julie Katlic, 

Nursery Coordinator, at 410-829-3228 for info. 
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Get In On The Action! 

The Roots Youth Group is gearing up for some super-

interesting weekly discussions and a great opportunity to 

attend a Youth Rally in Ocean City, Maryland in January 

2022. 

 

All 6th through 12th graders are welcome to pop in and check 

out the group on Wednesdays at 7pm and Sundays at 11am. Also, we’ve 

started planning for the Annual Youth Rally and have another meeting coming 

up. Students, parents, and guardians are invited to come learn about the 

event. 

Next Youth Rally Mtg.: November 8, 6:30pm 

Join us on Monday, November 8 at 6:30pm in the church Seminar Room to hear 

more about the Youth Rally - called WAVE 2022 (formerly ROCK). This year’s 

theme is Find Your Piece and it’s based on 1 Peter 5:7: “Cast all your anxiety on 

God because God cares for you.” For more information, visit the Youth Rally 

website at https://waveoc.org. Come to the meeting to get in on the action! 

 

The regular Youth Group meets Wednesdays and Sundays. Wednesday at 7pm 

is the “regular” gathering with fun and games, a faith-growing lesson, and time 

for prayer. Sunday at 11am is “Deep Dive,” a get-together to discuss the 

pastor’s morning sermon and how it applies to our everyday lives. We started 

this program September 19 and it has steadily been gaining popularity. If you 

have questions, please call the church office at 410-643-5361. 
 

Women’s Ministries 
 

Mary Ruth Circle’s Annual Soup Sale Returns! 
After more than 30 years of our soup sales, we had to take a little break due to 

COVID restrictions. But now we are back. Please join us in Fellowship Hall, 

between services, on November 7. Unfortunately, there will be no Crab Soup 

this year but many of our old favorites will be available. First come, first served. 

We will post an "available" list. COST: $7 each, or 3 for $20. 

 

Women’s Christmas Tea Party! 
We are excited to see the return of the Women’s Christmas tea gathering on 

Sunday, December 5 at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more 

information. 
  

about:blank
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We grow out in Jesus Christ when we tell the world why we love Him and reach out as God’s arms to serve our community 

and our world with a welcoming and loving witness, so that we can be a part of the work of the Holy Spirit, building a 

community of peace with justice, meeting the needs of God’s world, and touching the hearts of the lost. 

 

SHINE-FM, KIUMC & Operation Christmas Child 
 

Operation Christmas Child is a special program where thousands of people 

come together to fill and distributes shoeboxes filled with all kinds of goodies to 

send to deserving children. 

 

Christian radio station 95.1 SHINE-FM is visiting us again on Friday, 

November 5 from 11am to 1pm to hand out shoeboxes. As a special 

‘thank you,’ Baltimore-based Vagrant Coffee will make you a cup of 

java. 
 

Come back Saturday to pack shoeboxes! 

The next day on Saturday, November 6 from 10am to 2pm our Women’s 

Ministry group, KISS or Keep It Simple Sister, is hosting the family-friendly annual 

OCC Packing Party. We have all the supplies – just come and help us fill the 

shoeboxes for children and spread the love of Jesus.  
 

You may also bring donations for the boxes. See the list on our website at 

www.kiumc.org. For questions, contact Dana Cresanto, dana@kiumc.org or 

Brittany Whitehair, 443-786-5937 or brittanywh1@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 

GriefShare Weekly Mtgs, Holiday Seminar 
GriefShare at KIUMC sponsors weekly support meetings as well as two special 

seminars during the Fall/Holiday Program that runs through December 16. All 

adults are welcome to join us for Surviving The Holidays, on November 16 and 

November 18, both days from 6:00pm to 8:15pm. 

Weekly Meetings: 

Tuesdays, 6-8pm - Bereaved Parent (death of child) 

Thursdays, 10am - Noon, Bereaved Spouse 

Thursdays, 6-8pm – All-Adult Bereavement support 

To register for the weekly meetings or the seminar, please call/text 410-925-7227 

or email, griefshare@kiumc.org. 

GROW OUT 

http://www.kiumc.org/
mailto:dana@kiumc.org
mailto:brittanywh1@gmail.com
mailto:griefshare@kiumc.org
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Trustees Thank Parsonage Volunteer Painters 

The Trustees would like to thank all the volunteers that gave their time and 

talent to paint the trim on the church parsonage. We could not have done it 

without your help!  

 

During the month of September, the Trustees asked for help painting the trim on 

the home that Pastor Mark and Theresa live in. This was a large project and 

would take many hours to complete. We are pleased to report that a total of 

sixteen volunteers came out to help over two Saturdays, September 25 and 

October 2. The weather was great, the food was good and the fellowship 

plentiful. Thank you ALL so much! 

 

The Trustees are always in need of great volunteers who are hard-working, 

organized and enjoy working with their hands. Contact J.R. Faulkner if you are 

interested in more information about this ministry.  

 

Thank you, Rick Cira, Patrick Murphy, Bucky Matthews, JR Faulkner, Scott Allam 

and whoever else helped that isn’t pictured here. 
 

 

 

THANK YOUs 
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November 

5 - SHINE-FM Radio Hosts Hand Out Shoeboxes 

6 - Operation Christmas Child Shoebox-Filling Party 

7 - All Saints Sunday/Daylight Saving Ends 

7 - Mary Ruth Circle Soup Sales Today 

16 - 18 GriefShare Seminars 

24 - 26 Office Closed 

25 - Thanksgiving 

28 – 1st Sunday of Advent, New Sermon Series Begins 

28 - Healing Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2739 Cox Neck Road, Chester, MD 21619 

Phone: 410.643.5361 Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 - 3 

Website: https://www.kiumc.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/kentislandumc 

Upcoming Events at KIUMC 

https://www.kiumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/kentislandumc

